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Proven Quality is Positive Quality 


Today’s careful kart buyer is confused occasionally by the 
claims he hears and reads about the various brands. Claims 
are hard to prove, but easy to make. Actually, by examining 
a few factors, the discriminating kart driver can make a 
wise selection. 


For example, consider the prestige of the kart manufac- 
turer and how long he has been in business. The name 
should be based on years of kart manufacturing experience 
rather than months. The kart manufacturer should have a 
racing team and a testing track in order to evaluate and 
improve his product. The manufacturer’s team should have 
a proven record of wins at tracks throughout the nation. 
The kart should have won Sweepstakes and various class 
championships at both 1960 Grand Nationals. The kart 
should be handsome and clean in design and universally 
suited to family recreation or all out racing. And certainly, 
the manufacturer should have a nation-wide franchised 
dealer system allowing the kart buyer to select his model. 


These are important considerations in deciding which kart 
is the best. 


Consider these factors and consider Go Kart 800. 


Go Kart 800 is manufactured by the original kart manu- 
facturer with years of experience. Go Kart’s only business 
is karts—not a sideline. 


Go Kart Manutacturing Co., Inc., owns a $19,000 asphalt 
track where karts and accessories are continually evaluated. 


Go Kart 800 holds more Sweepstakes, Class Championships, 
and track records than any two of its competitors. Sweep- 
stakes at both 1960 Grand Nationals (NAKA and GKCA), 
6 class Championships at both 1960 Grand Nationals, plus 
Grand National track time records, and many nation-wide 
track records and wins. 

Go Kart 800, all eleven models, is universally adaptable. 


The Go Kart 800 is standard in racing trim and is ideal for 
recreation, racing, or just plain fun. 

Go Kart 800 has more than 600 Franchised Dealers to serve 
you, from coast to coast. 

No Confusion here, these are proven claims, not just stated 
with the hope you will believe them. 

Go [2g Manufacturing Co., Inc. 
6436 IRWINDALE, AZUSA, CALIFORNIA 
EDgewood 4-0206 


For complete specifications on the proven Go Kart 800, 
send $1.00 (refundable) for your 62 page catalog. 








SEE WHAT YOU CAN DO WITH A 283 CHEVY! 


Customizing Auto Engine 


Sensational New Hobby Kit Makes Dozens of 
Customized Engine Combinations 


Try This for Funt epic 
Sean oc 
ee J $798 


You can make dozens of authentic scale model engines 

with this all-plastic Customizing Auto Engine kit 

— and have the time of your life. You'll have 

a beautiful mantle and desk ornament too — : 
symbolic of the great hot rod sport — g 

and something you'll be proud of. — 

Follow our aoe for ae \ ’ > : e Motorizing kit 
engines you make — assemble ~ 4 

them over and over —or leave it bane | Jaw —— 
to your own imagination. Either way, 

you'll have fun. 


- a 


Street-Show model 

with Edelbrock mani- 

fold; 3 Stromberg car- 
buretors linked with chrome 
plated air filters; Hedman 
headers and finned rocker covers. 


Chevy Stock 


Authentic Model. All parts faithfully scaled 
from actual Chevrolet parts. Fan and pulley, 
generator and other parts are chrome plated 


Drag Strip Rea > Competition 


With GMC blower; Potvin manifold, 
pump and tubes; Hilborn fuel injectors; 
tuned exhausts, Scintilla magneto. etc 


With GMC 4-71 blower; Cragar manifold; Scin- 
tilla Vertex magneto; tuned exhaust headers: 
four-barrel carburetor and finned rocker covers. 


Authentic Chevrolet V-8 Engine Model * Newest Customizing Accessories 
“Show-Off” Display Stand ° Illustrated 16-Page Engine and Customizing Book 


% Most amazing hobby kit you ever saw. Builds hot rod, : 
dragster, racing, stock, street and show and other engines. Each model has six: 135 Parts in Four Colors 
or more working parts and can be motorized. Assemble and reassemble over: and Chrome Plate 


and over. ‘ Kit contains complete parts for Chevrolet V-8 
: 283 engine, plus Weiand, Edelbrock, Cragar, 


* Customizing model is 742 inches long and 5 inches : itborn and Potvin intake manifolds; tuned 
high. All parts in peg-fitted units, snap together for easy assembly. Come apart —:_— exhausts: GMC 4-71 blower; Buick transmis. 


sion with stick shift; Potvin blower kit; Cragar 


just as easy for reassembly into other engine. (See parts listing). No painting — : biower kit; Finned rocker covers; six Stromberg 
required. Display stand and engine and customizing book included in kit. : *'97"" carburetors; four-barrel carburetor; Hed- 


man headers; Scintilla Vertex magneto and 


* Get the big Cus- other parts 


Working parts include pistons, rods, and crank- 


a . 4 © 
t MIZINE Auto ee ne bes ed bg m ; shaft in motion and blower rotors, revolving. 
: r r : all visible through clear plastic windows; fly- 
yourself or as a gl t ereve 0 y onogram : wheel and iene plate siatiiviten nanan 


kits are sold. Only $2.98. slot; belt driven fan, generator. 58 parts are 


= ; in gleaming chrome plate 
: eT or FOR FAMILY FUN : 
MONOGRAM MODELS, INC. © CHICAGO 32 se 
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ANY PART of ANY CAR 


This Famous “‘Auto Repair Bible” 
features ; Turns Beginner Mechanics Into Experts 


USING the giant new MOTOR'S Manual is like 

14 TEN BES naving crows of srained bag ex — = 

TH your elbow — guiding your hands as you fix - 

E BEST ey TO. any car. ret = edt 

DO. where to star 

Car Craft Magazine chooses the ten best custom automobiles of 1960 tools to use. You “wrap up” every repair job 
quickly, easily, right! 

You _ get J iiiticel know-how from 176 OFFI- 

CIAL SHOP MANUALS — boiled down into easy- 


24 EXPERTS GIVE THEIR CUSTOM FORECAST FOR 1961 instructions, 1.000 pages, 2.630 “This. 


is-How"’ ao. 195 Quick-Check 
























Bob Behme polls the nation’s leading customizers for ’61 predictions harts. 30.000 essential repair speci- 3 
pair facts. Everything so crystal = 
clear you CAN’T go wrong! 

32 PASADENA PACESETTER ACTUALLY 3 BOOKS INT) «+t amazed 

A clean-lined Oldsmobile from the City of the Roses You actually get 3 complete ‘‘show- my friends, 





how’ books in one huge. handy vol- 
ume: TROUBLE-SHOOTER spots 108s goss 
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. ° you fin e ugs"’ fas chae alic- 
34 RESTYLING... from mild to wild BERVICE, REPAIR ALL CAR PARTS Six; Jersey" 





from simple carburetor ad- 
justments to complete trans- 






Pontiac’s 61 Ventura model receives Bob Hubbach’s custom touch mission overhauls. “Breeze | 3,500,000 
Through” any job on any COPIES SOLD! 
car! T a 
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Try Book FREE 
7 Days 


SEND NO 
MONEY. Just 
mail coupon 
(paste on 
card for 


42 SHOWTIME USA 
Northwest’s best at Seattle's 3rd annual Rod and Custom Exhibit 








46 HERE'S HOW: “Socomplete. 
derstand — 

’57 Ranchero is glamorized easily with 60 Dodge Dart taillights have wien ” sreatest 
Manual TI time and mon- 


have attempt. e¥-saver you've 
ed without ever seen, re- 
















48 HERE'S HOW: Vanerstrom, Ww cara a ie ina 
Chevy bumper guards attractive and protective for 55-56 T-Birds Beh as 








Book 
Desk 1802, “zit 
W. 55 


50 OUT OF THE ORDINARY 
Neither fish nor fowl is Mel Blackburn’s Chev panel delivery truck 










bookstores: 
write for dis 
count.) 










departments 








MOTOR BOOK DEPT. 
Desk 1802, 250 W. SSth St., N.Y. 19, N.Y. 








6 CC SHOPS 54 WHAT'S YOUR PROBLEM? 
Rush to me at once 
(check box opposite book you want): 
MOTOR'S New auTo REPAIR MANUAL. If 
10 LETTERS 56 CUSTOM QUERIES for 2 manths ands finsi payment of $2.95, (plus 







45c¢ delivery charges) one montir after that. Other- 
wise I will return the book postpaid in 7 days 
MOTOR'’S New TRUCK REPAIR MANUAL. If 
O.K., I will remit $3 in 7 days, $3 a month 
later, then $2 monthly for 2 months, plus 45c 
delivery charges with final payment. Otherwise 
I will return book postpaid in'7 days. 









cover 





Primt Namie. ..-ccccccccscces 000 MGB. cscs 


Most of our Ten Best selections are caught beautifully by the cameras 





. - P " city . . Zone -State....... 
of our photographers and representatives. Contributing are: Brollier, [I] Shack box and save 45¢ delivery charge by en- 





Auto Repair Manual tor $10 for Truck onaae. Man- 
ual) plus sales tax. Same return-refund privilege. 










Faraone, Hegge, Kinney, Katayangi, Sukalac and Winfield. Page 14. 
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SEE ROTHS BEATNIK BANDIT... 


T F ounds 
® April 21, 22 23 SEE ROTH PAINT 


% Phoenix Fairgrounds M 
April 27, 28, 29,30 


Shirt Catalog 50¢ 
ROTH STUDIOS 
4616 Siauson, Dept. CC-2 
MAYWOOD, CALIF. 


NSHP UU 
SUBSCRIPTION OFFER! 


ISSUES 
of 


or Nae aE 


cys 


a Be 


For first news of: Speed handling 
techniques from the racing circuit; 
automotive tests; engine conversions; 
NOM ASSO Se 
Detroit; how to customize your 

ree Se 
TM ae aS a a 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY 
AND SAVE! 


CLIP AND MAILITHIS 
COUPON NOW! 


CAR CRAFT Dept. CC-2 


5959 Hollywood Bivd., 
Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Here’s my $1.00. Send me the 
next 5 months of CAR CRAFT. 


NAME : 
(please print) 

ADDRESS _ 

city __ 


ZONE ______STATE_ 


MODEL ENGINE 


135 parts, painted for Chev engine. 
Show or racing engine. Accurately 
scaled; with electric motor. 7%” long, 
5” high. Stand included. $4. Polk’s 
Hobbies, Dept. CC, 314 Fifth Ave., 
New York City 1, New York. 


SLICKS 

New low prices, wider treads. The 
famous race-proven Pos-A-Traction. 
For karts, midgets, dragsters, etc. 
Catalog 15¢. Inglewood Tire Co., 
Dept. CC, 1105 E. Redondo Boule- 
vard, Inglewood 3, California. 


HI-TORQUE 

Petroleum additive to reduce the 
friction of all moving parts in the 
engine, transmission. Won't dilute 
oil. Proven in motorcycle use. Pint 
$1.50. Webco, Inc., Dept. CC, 218 
Main Street, Venice, California. 
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TORNADO STREAMLINED HEADLIGHT BRACKETS 


Chrome-like finish for that custom appearance. 
Easily attached to frame. Strong, heavy alu- 
minum, highly polished. Brackets only .. . 


$4 4% 


HEADLIGHTS for above—black enamel, 7” 
diameter, sealed beam. (In ordering, specify 
whether 6 or 12 volts.) Per pair... 


$47%5 


TO SEE A PICTURE OF THESE HEADLIGHTS AND BRACKETS ON A CAR, SEE CAR CRAFT, DEC., 1960 
PAGE 48. 


¢ 1143 E. 14th St., Oakland 6, Calif. 
Write Dept. C- 2 LIFE ed Rae eee) 


BUY DIRECT! 
SAVE OVER HALF! 


Meets ai! speci- 
fications of the 


MOPAR TOUCH-UP pie ge “a 
Brush-in-cap touch-up applicator. ; 
Built-in spiral agitator for mixing. 

by 


Manufacturer color coded. Available: 
BIRD engineering 


in most color hues at local stores. 
The Live Axle EAGLE is \ 
now available. Prices start f 


at only $169.95 complete NY 


with Clinton A-490 Engine. ~ “ae 


NEW CLEANER | | 
For vinyl plastics, Plexiglass and re / . complete 


Lucite windshields. a, ie 

anti-static, leaves no polish dust. eh , 95 
Non-flammable. Trial can: $2 p mee: 1 , 

Cerbini Laboratories, Inc., Dept. 


68 First St., New Rochelle 16, N. Y. is, ready te run. 


Top Quality is en- .. ry. a Dual-Disc Brake 
gineered into every : 

HAWK to give you years of pFully Painted! 
trouble-free performance! Or- 

der your HAWK in kit form (you © Upholstered! 
do the welding), or fully assembled, . 

painted, upholstered, and ready to GO! 


You will find as thousands of others Orders are 50% down, 
have found, Karting is your kind of FUN! balance C.O.D. 


Aa 
Bird engineering, 206 South 19th St., Omaha, ~ Nebr. 
AUN! Order Please send my colored brochures (I enclose 
CLEANER e 25¢ for postage and handling) tI 
CG ) rect Rush my assembled HAWK for only $129.95 
J 


(less engine $109.95) 


A a Rush my assembled EAGLE for $169.95 [] 


Name Age 


7 NSE 
= 


City 
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THE ORIGINAL 
FLOOR STICK SHIFT 


Yeisen POSI-SHIFT 
CONVERSION KIT 


USES THE ENGINEERED, TRIED-AND-PROVEN “H” PATTERN 
Over 100 different models — designed for ALL The Only ouecet 
cars. Accept NO substitute, and don’t let price Conversion 
deceive you! All parts in the ANSEN POSI-SHIFT 
are NEW, hardened, plated and GUARANTEED 
against wearing or breakage. 
NO EXTRAS needed to install — just hand tools 
and about one hour in time. 
DELUXE model (Spring-loaded) .. $49.95 ea. 
Plus $3.00 excise tax. 
DELUXE SELECTOR model 
(for selector-type trans. only) _..........$54.95 ea. 
Plus $3.30 excise tax. 
FLASH!!! ANSEN POSI-SHIFTS are now avail- 
able for most popular compacts. Be the first 
to convert! 
Standard Model 


—— 

STANDARD MODEL — NOW SPRING-LOADED 
Uses Standard “H’-Pattern shifting. All parts are Cad 
plated. Chrome Hold-Down Plate and Rubber Boot are 
not included in the Kit. Will out-perform all competitively- 
priced models, but for the ULTIMATE, the DELUXE Kit 
is recommended. 

STANDARD Model is NOT MADE for all cars. 

Price — $32.95 ea. 
Sene te ANSEN AUTOMOTIVE, 6317 Se. Nermandie Ave., Les 
Angeles 44, Calif., PL 2-4178 er 
WRITE TO DEALERS LISTED BELOW FOR FREE LITERATURE 


CALIFORNIA SPEED & SPORT 


298 Jersey Ave. 
New Brunswick, N. J. 


Phone: Ki 5-0311 


SERVICE CENTER 


15729 Se. Atiantic Ave. 
Compton, California 
Phone: NE 5-6368 


JET AUTO SUPPLY 


1772 86th Street 
Brooklyn 14, N.Y. 


Phone: Cl 6-0759 


Dept. CC-2 


--- FIRST CHOICE FOR 


RENTAL CARTS 


BECAUSE THEY’RE 
BUILT TO TAKE IT 


MONSTER SHIRTS 


Still the rage. Designs can be chosen 
from 50¢ catalog or submit your 
own. Available on shirts for $5.50. 
Mouse Studios, Department CC, 
9901 Myers Rd., Detroit 27, Mich. 


makes Continentals the one best choice 
for concession cart use. And only Con- 
tinental provides the patented Contex ex- 
ternal ignition system for servicing speed 
and ease. More and more concession- 


The job of powering a rental cart puts 
heavy demands on an engine. Long hours 
of strenuous use in the hands of junior 
speed-demons calls for ruggedness not 


found in a powerplant built down to a 
price. Cast iron ruggedness, teamed up 
with 4-stroke cycle dependability and 
freedom from excessive smoke and noise, 


naires agree: 
RED SEALS ARE BUILT TO TAKE IT — 
THERE'S LESS TIME OUT, MORE 


PROFIT, WITH DEPENDABLE 
RED SEAL POWER 


THESE OPTIOMAL EXTRAS ARE AVAILABLE 


Lecked-in Bearings ¢ Standard and H.D. Recoil Starters « 
Electric Starter + Electric Generator « Forged Connect- 
ing Rods - Automatic Low Oli Level iguition 

- Cutoff « Special Power Takeotts as needed 


[ontinental Motors [orporation 


NDUSTRIAL AIR-COOLED ENGINE DIVISION ! 


12800 KERCHEVAL AVENUE +- DETROIT 15, MICHIGAN 
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‘T’ DECKS 

Reinforced fiberglass rear decks for 
22-25 “T’ roadsters. Opening lid, 
exact reproductions. Write: Cal 
Automotive, P.O. Box 85282, Dept. 
CC, Los Angeles 27, California. 


Have you been looking for a 
select group of accessories that 
will meet the safety standards of 
today’s karting? If so, Hands 


SELECT-O-LOCK Engineering for the first time is 


Flick of thumb sets jaws at desired ; ; , 
setting. Simple, fool-proof. No-slip introducing a complete line of 
or re-setting. 4” to 12” sizes. Utica ° . 
Drop Forge & Tool Division, Kelsey- accessories that have been engi 
Hayes Co., Department CC, Utica neered and tested to exacting 


4, New York for prices, info. : specifications as have their ever 
increasingly popular aluminum 
and magnesium wheels. Enjoy 
the satisfaction of ordering from 
our unlimited supply of wheels 
and accessories. Immediate de- 


livery available on all items. 


Write for complete descriptive literature 
Dealer and Distributor inquiries invited 


4159 Whiteside St., CC-2, L. A. 63, Calif. AN 1-4101 


jy 


FREE Engine Torque “.. — tecarvacu 4 ‘ 
g q U 


TORQUE WRENCHES 
of lifetime accuracy NE eri “ 


ege s = AA Dragster ‘ 
Specification Book gs 
oe ~* 
~ ~ 
Sold d th id by lending hand tect me PRE: » 
nario dg ‘Min, eleiaes te a “t o Sturte : ad ~. 


vant torque wrench by the patented pivoted handle 


ee ee 


WIRE WHEELS : i 
19” steel or alloy wheels to fit your . 7 Torque Control 


oad b like a precision 
spindles. Hubs built on order to fit bearing measurement, correctly 


your spindles. Special order for done can increase revs by reducing 
chrome. Write: Kent Fuller Chassis, . friction. It will prevent gasket 


failures, thrown rods, distortion of 
Dept. CC, 4363 Woodman Avenue . . 
conan Pale stelcete ter -anod > twelte: ter HUE ‘Sotettentien Cnnens : ? valve seats and cylinder walls 
, California prices. (1200 Diterent models) handy bolt Fag 


chart, application tips and price Insts 
for torque wrenches 
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SPECIFICALLY 


DESIGNED FOR 
CAR CLUBS 
Many models and dozens 
of color combinations. 


e 
Styling, lettering, 
and emblems are 
finest in the nation. 


* 
Prices include all 
lettering and emblems. 
$7.00 to $25.00 in club 
lots of 6 or more. 


FREE LITERATURE. 


SEND 25c TODAY, 
For complete 
catalog on 
Emblems, Jackets, 
Decals, Plaques, 
Novelties— 
including 
information on 


T-SHIRTS ¢ EMBLEMS 
PLAQUES © JACKETS 

DECALS ¢ FLAGS 
CHENILLE NOVELTIES 
TROPHIES * EMBROIDERY 


UL Le CLG 


SG TE) 


how to start 
your club. 


me Ae 


1072-¢ NORTH WILTON PLACE 
HOLLYWOOD 38, CALIFORNIA 


TERN 
FEADOUARTERS 


Hundreds of PartS and Karts listed in our Big 
Catalog. All the latest items for Kart and % 
Midget Racing. Wheels, axles, helmets, gas 
tanks, engines, carburetors, Slicks, frames, 
steering parts, stuffers, Steen C, steering 
wheels, etc. Send $1.00 teday for catalog! 


CALIFORNIA 
SPEED & SPORT 
295-B Jersey Ave., New Brunswick, N. J. 


MILD METEOR 
Dear Sir: 

I have enclosed a few snapshots of 
my 53 Meteor. I have changed stock 
taillights to 54 Olds, wagon bumper- 
ettes at rear, nosed and decked, 
frenched headlights, spliced 54 Chev 
grille into original endbars, lowered 
4” at rear, front is stock and it has 
lakes plugs. Paint is four coats of 
Sierra Gold Metallic. 


The mill came stock with 4” crank 
so I added a % cam, bored it to 
3%", ported and relieved the valves. 
Dual Stromberg “97” carbs, Mallory 
ignition and all the chrome goodies 
are added. 

I have written this letter to let you 
know how much your magazine has 
helped me in mildly customizing my 
car, as this is my first attempt at cus- 
tomizing. I sure hope it will rate a 
spot in your fine mag. Keep up the 
good work. 

— Orv. Elejie 
Ontario, Canada 


LIKES THE COVERS 
Dear Sir: 

I have been buying your magazine 
for three years now. It is the tops in 
our town and our state. I can’t wait 
until it comes on the newsstands 
every month. If all of the rodders 
and customizers gave an award to 
the magazine with the best cover, 
I think you would win. I think you 
have the best cover of all the maga- 
zines in the automotive field. Keep 
up the good coverage on the car 
shows, the karts, the drags, and those 
wild customs and rods. Again, keep 


up the good work. 
— Mike Allen 
Altus, Oklahoma 


We think we have some fine covers, too. The 
credit for the outstanding artwork and layout 
goes to our Art Director Al Isaacs. He's also 
responsible for the other fine Petersen magoa- 
zine covers. — Ed. 


A KARTER SPEAKS 
Dear Sir: 

Please print this in your Letters 
column. I hope it will be read by all 
the blow hards who have knocked 
the karting sport and don’t know 
what they’re talking about. In the 
August issue of your fine magazine 
there were a few letters written by 
fellows who were complaining about 
the coverage you gave karts. One of 
these guys referred to them as “Kid- 
die” karts. This guy must not have 
ever been to a kart track or he 
wouldn’t be calling them what he 
did. How many kids do you see 
driving in races? Few, if any. The 
other day there was a 65-year-old 
lady driving at a nearby raceway 
and she came in first in her heat. A 
few karts have gone pretty fast in 
the quarter mile, too. One went over 
90 MPH. I ask you, are these “kiddie 
karts”? 

I own a kart and I also drive big 
cars. I have come close to 50 MPH 
on my kart. I see no reason why karts 
should be called “kiddie karts” just 
because of their small size. 

— Tom Ratcliffe 
Covina, Calif. 


We agree. Car Craft will continue in its kart 
coverage, but if you're really gung-ho on karts, 
check our new companion magazine KART. This 
shovid keep you happy and content. — Ed. 


LIKES THE JULY ISSUE 
Dear Sir: 

Congratulations! You've got the 
finest magazine in its field. The July 
issue was your best issue by far. Let'’s 
have more issues on those coast to 
coast car shows, less karts, and more 
customs. (Rods too.) Please keep it 
at 25¢. 

— Jack Buchfinck 
Mullen, Neb. 


Thank you, and anything else? — Ed. 


GOOD REPLY 
Dear Sir: 

I would like to thank your maga- 
zine for publishing my letter in the 
October Car Crart. I am happy to 
report that within three days after 
the October issue hit the newsstands, 
CUSTOMETTES membership 
almost doubled! 

I would also like to thank all of 
those who wrote and expressed inter- 
est in CUSTOMETTES. 
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CUSTOMETTES Model Car Club 
has been organized as such since 
March, 1960. Enclosed please find a 
copy of our latest bulletin, the Sep- 
tember issue. We now have members 
in the following states: Alabama, 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, So. Caro- 
lina, Indiana, Illinois, Colorado, Cali- 
fornia, (before you printed our 
letter we didn’t have one California 
member — now we have more mem- 
bers from California than any other 


TORN AI! 


SHIFT FASTER = = 


RUGGED eee HEAVY puTy! Spring Loaded 


convert from column shift to 
the world’s fastest floor shift! 


Easy-to-install Tornado Conversion Kits contain 
complete linkage as shown. Everything you need 
to connect your transmission is right there . . . 
plus simple installation instructions. Available 
for these cars: 


1960 Falcon , 
1939-48 Cad & LaSalle (unless rear trans. hous- 


534.9 5 
lever and knob 


f.0.b. Oakland. 
Shpg. wt. 7 ibs. 


<=! =m" 


Tornade Kits have standard 
shift pattern. 


Note: kits won't fit evtomatic 
transmissions. 


ing is altered) 


1939-60 Ford & Merc 
1958 Pontiac (small 

transmission) 
1959-60 Pontiac (big transmission) 
1946-51 Lincoln 
1948-56 Stude Commander 
1947-57 Stude Champion we 
1949-60 Chev S| Send large self-adaressed stamped 
1949-50 Olds ; “<a envelope for free brochure. 


HOW TO ORDER: cify year & model car, also 
if overdrive or not. Enclose $7.50 dep. (bal. ¢.o.d.). 


state!) Wisconsin, Montana, West 
Virginia, Missouri, Michigan, Iowa, 
Texas, Kansas, Washington and 
Canada. 
Thank you so much for your help. 
CUSTOMETTES 
Ronald Oetting 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 


Our pleasure.— Ed. 
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Write Dept. C-2 


SATISFIED READER 


An ALL NEW Production of the Nation's Leading Automotive Expo- 
sition. Over 125 Selected Automotive Masterpieces. Rare Antiques, 
Classics, Fabulous Customs, Dream Cars, Record Hot Rods, Race 
Cars, International Sports Cars, Cycles, Karts, Motor Equipment and 
Accessories. Plus AUTORAMA THEATRE: An Exciting Program of Inter 
national Track and Road Races in Sound and Color. It's Entertaining! 
It's Educational! There's Something for Every Member of the Family 


Dear Sir: 

The January 1960 Car Crarr con- 
tained an article on Olds carburetors 
to Chevy manifold. I completed the 
swap last month using all new parts 
and doing it exactly as you showed. 
It works very well and the results 
are great. I was able to use my Chev- 
rolet air cleaner on the Olds carb. 
The total cost was about $81.00. I 
enjoy Car Crart because it contains 
many projects on improving the per- 
formance of your car. 

— Richard Weinberg 
Dumont, New Jersey 


cee Kizis PRESENTS 


if you like cars, 
you'll love Autorama! 
Directed by Bob Muelke 


11th ANNUAL NATIONAL 


AUTORAMA 


CONN. STATE ARMORY 


aN a dO) 


Make your application for show car, exhibit booth and program advertising space NOW. 
AUTORAMA CORPORATION 2, MEADOW PARK DRIVE, MILFORD, CONN., TRINITY 4-5718 


Mucho gracias. Glad you appreciate our 


articles.— Ed. 


LIKES RESTYLED BIRD 
Dear Sir: 

Congratulations on a tremendous 
restyling job on the new Thunder- 
bird. I, for one, did not think you 
could do much with this car, but 
after seeing the two versions design- 
ed by Bob Hubbach, I have changed 
my mind. This series is tops and for 
my money you can’t beat it. 

Let's keep it up, ok? 

— Stu Morely, 
San Diego, Calif. 

OK.— Ed. 
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Pictures, prices and specifications 

of all production cars from the entire 
world. 1961 edition of this now 
world-accepted authority —and yours 
for only 75¢ at newsstands. See your 
newsdealer today. 












eS 


cs UD 
AWARD 


| ONE OF THE \ 


1O 


BEST 





aR | a 
FEATURES LOW PRICES’ |<. 


ON HUB CAPS GRILLES + FENDER 
SKIRTS - TOOLS - CARB AIRCLEANERS 


and other accessories 
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* Dealers request wholesale catalog. 


FREE cotoios explains our 


profit-sharing program. Send 
25¢€ cash for handling .. . 
refunded on first order. 


BI-RITE AUTO iat 


5506 W. NORTH [DUOQGMPY) cHICAGO 39 


CUSTOM TAIL LIGHT LENSES 


BY THE CRAFTSMEN OF LEE PLASTICS 








"56 CHEVY REPLACEMENT LENSES— 

1. Diamond design. Easy to install. No body 
changes. No need to move gas tank nozzle. 
Directions with lens. Price $19.95 per pair. 2. Plain 
red plastic model. Price $12.95 per pair. Lenses 
available for most of the popular cars. Send 25c 
for pictures, information and prices. All lenses 
postpaid if full price accompanies order. C.O.D., 
send 25% with order. 


LEE PLASTICS 


10832 PLYMOUTH ROAD, DETROIT 4, MICHIGAN 


sesh ieee a 


OF meTaL 


Home appli- 


work, gates, wagons, etc Solder. hea 
straighten wih terrific heat from arc torch. Cut and wal 
up to %” steel plate. A million uses for Home. auto. 
farm, inventors. factories, etc. Works from any home 110 
volt plug-in. Complete with dark welders mask, arc torch, 
ssonly welding and brazing rods. Solder. flux. and 
complete welding Instruction abe go Attractive—portable— 
efficient 1 yr. guarantee. Wt. 4 I 


postman $9.8 
SEND OMLY $3.00;02": Ss" pate’ de aPrvat or send 
$12.9 for P. Paid Delivery. Idea et for mechanically 
minded home owners. relatives 1 


Order now for early’ delivery naan only from: 


MIDWAY WELDER, Dept. DQG-2 Kearney, Neb 


LIM Aa 
AUTO BODY 2+:/ FENDER WORK 


Big demand in Auto Body and Fender 
work, Start training now at home for 
good pay work. U.E.1. Training covers 
metal work, welding, painting, etc. Be- 
hind U. E. I. TRAINING is a large 
national organization. Write today for 
FREE facts—no obligation. Accredited 
Member, National Home Study Council. 


Rf 


Write fi 
facts” INSTITUTE 
423 So. Dearborn St., Dept. A530, Chicago 5, Illinois 











CUSTOMS 


CAR CRAFT 
MAGAZINE 





the editor 


REETING YOU ON the front 

cover this month is Car CraFt’s 
annual selection of the “Ten Best Cus- 
toms’ of 1960. Somewhat altered from 
past selections, this year’s prestige group 
incorporates cars of all vintages and 
categories. The past requisite of only 
late model custom cars qualifying for 
this selection has been abandoned where 
now, and in the future, any car display- 
ing custom-built creativeness will be 
eligible. It is with great personal pride 
that the owners and builders of these 
chosen few accept the national honor 
bestowed as being amongst the ten best 
in the country. We have often discussed 
an adequate award or special memento 
to acknowledge the prestige of this 
achievement in the custom auto world 
and this year initiates Car Crart’s 
‘One Of The 10 Best Customs’ dash 
plaques pictured above in art form. In 
addition to the beautiful satin finished 
dash emblem, cars selected will also re- 
ceive a handsomely finished license 
plate plaque to be installed at the rear 
of the car or positioned on the rear 
interior package tray which seems to be 
the popular trend for such displays. 
Very possibly many of the recipients 
will choose to employ the exterior 
plaque as part of their award display 
at future shows —and actually in what 
better way could the owner identify his 
custom as championship stock than to 
exhibit this highly competitive award 
in just such a manner. Pictorially, the 
1960 selection commences on page 











fourteen — so without further adieu meet 
the new champs. 


* s 7. 


Each year it has been Car Crart’s 
editorial policy, after absorbing the new 
car styling through the fall months, to 
interview the nation’s top custom car 
builders and obtain their predictions for 
the forthcoming year regarding custom 
popularity. Who better can qualify the 
coming customizing trends than the 
guys who build them? Their observa- 
tions, ideas and projections of the most 
popular new models have always been 
of prime interest to us here and from 
your response, a one-of-a-kind feature 
for rod and custom enthusiasts every- 
where. This year’s Custom Forecast 
proves exceptionally interesting due to 
the introduction of the compact cars. 
The rumble is out that these scaled 
down versions will sweep the custom 
world due to their showroom floor price 
and more important, the cost of restyl- 
ing. Accessory manufacturers have al- 
ready geared themselves to a whole new 
line of bolt-on goodies for the beautiful 
miniatures and the trend definitely leans 
in their direction. It’s very possible that 
we are talking about a new class of 
show-car. For we all know that from 
visual appearance not much would be 
required to transpose the pert Corvair, 
Falcon, or Comet and all the others, 
into something of a customized wonder. 
The future will tell — and it will surely 
be interesting to see what lies in store. 

— Dick Day 
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7 I'LL SAVE YOU MONEY on All \ 
your AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS! 


Just Mail Coupon for 


My Giant 404 Page, 


100,000 Item, 1961 Catalog! M 


If 


sSFREE 


SS SAVES YOU 50% 


It’s ready for you . . . the world’s largest and most complete auto 
equipment buying guide catalog . . . the giant 404 page catalog 
that SAVES YOU UP TO %on ALL your automotive needs! It lists 
and illustrates thousands of parts and accessories for every car, 
truck, station wagon, hot rod, custom car, and dragster, as well 
as foreign and sports cars, and Model “A” Fords. Everything for 
early models to brand-new 1961 models . . . truly the greatest 
selection ever offered anywhere! 


OVER 100,000 ITEMS TO CHOOSE FROM 
No matter what make, year, or model of car you drive . . . 
domestic, compact, foreign, sports, hot rod or custom . . . 
we have the part or accessory you are looking for included 
in our unequalled selection. Regardless what your auto- 
motive may be, check J. C. Whitney’s giant catalog 
first . . . now bigger and better than ever before. 
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J. C. Whitney’s catalog features the latest in Hollywood and 
Custom equipment, new hi-speed and racing parts, speedy 
karts and “must” accessories, in addition to hard-to-find exact 
replacement parts for old and current models alike! Everything 
the car owner needs and wants, ready for “armchair” ordering. 
Buy direct by mail from Whitney and SAVE MONEY! Our 
tremendous buying power and huge volume enable us to cut 
prices to rock bottom. You actually save up to 50% and more! 
We stock over 100,000 items, ready for immediate shipment— 
with new, improved facilities to speed up service on every 
order. Buy with complete confidence—your satisfaction guar- 
anteed on every order or your money back! 


Just send us the coupon below for your FREE copy of our 
new 1961 catalog. Please enclose 25c in coin to help pay part 
of the handling and mailing costs (refunded on first $5.00 
order). Don’t delay—see what’s new for 1961 in the automo- 
tive field in this bargain-packed, fully illustrated book. Send 
for your copy now! 


FREE caATALoG COUPON 


J. C. WHITNEY & CO. 

1917 (C2) Archer Avenue, Chicago 16, Ill. 
Please rush your giant 404-page 1961 Catalog 
describing world’s most complete line of auto parts 
and accessories — over 100,000 items at lowest 
prices. (Please enclose 25c to cover part of cost, 
which will be credited to you on first $5.00 order. ) 


| 


Name. 


Address. 











Owner Builder: 


ida’ Starhird 
Wichita. Kansas 


Make: 


Photos by: 


Pat Bre 


M AKING ITS FIRST appearance 
after a brief stay with CUS- 
TOM CARS Magazine is The Ten 
Best feature which, with this issue, 
will become an annual presentation 
of the ten finest pacesetting customs 
and rods of the year. 

We'll not limit the selection to one 
distinct grouping of automobiles, but 
rather, we will choose the best of 
several categories — experimental 
cars, full and semi customs, rods and 
rod-pickups and, of course, pickups. 

Most of these automobiles you saw 
first in CAR CRAFT. The fact that 
they rate as one of the best during 
the year is, in itself, an honor. Most 
modified auto fans will recognize the 
cars immediately at shows, etc., as 
one of the ten best. However, to fur- 
ther pronounce this achievement, 
each owner will receive a dash 
plaque and a package tray plaque 
that they may mount upon their 
masterpieces for display purposes. 

We would like to give our congrat- 
ulations to the owners and builders 
of these fine automobiles. The selec- 
tion was extremely difficult due to 
the vast array of machines from 
which we had to choose. 


Designed to make the gentlemen in Detroit take notice, Star Kustom Shop, Wichita, Kansas, built up this fabulous ‘56 
T-Bird in only eleven weeks. Named the Predicta, this custom has been a sweepstakes winner in countless shows since 
its completion. The full bubble Lucite top rises hydraulicaliy for entrance into the plush cockpit, fitted with white Polomar 
studded by 1000 rhinestones in a tuffed pattern. Steering is by stick control. Dual instrument clusters match headrests. '57 
Chrysler engine runs Hilborn fuel injection, is completely chrome plated as is chassis. Power steering is provided by Chrysler. 


CAR CRAFT 





Owner Builder: 


Rocky Corpora 
San Jose. Calif. 
Gene's Customs 


ol. <- 


50 ( her rolet 


Photos by: 


1 


ih 


Frank Faraone 


Rocky Corpora commissioned Gene's Custom Shop in his hometown to give his little ‘50 Chev coupe the treatment. Tun- 
neled '57 Chrysler Imperial quads flow into large custom grille cavity, filled with unique chromed tube bars. Front nerf bars 
follow lines of canted headlights. Each fender sports its own scoop, skillfully blended into the panels. Rear treatment con- 
sists of a rolled pan protected by tube nerf bars along lines of the forward grille, quad ‘53 Lincoln taillights. Rear end has 
been lowered by Z-ing the frame and use of blocks, front by stepped A-frames. Interior has been done over in Naugahyde. 
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After building numerous show winning customs, Albuquerque, New Mexico's noted customizer, Bobby Sanchez, turned his 
skill towards the popular pickup line. Beginning with a stripped ‘54 Ford, he transformed its simple lines into a real winner 
at shows throughout the southwest. A ‘58 Ford grille piece has been decorated with small plastic knobs and fitted into the 
reformed frontend. ‘58 Edsel lights have been canted in now standard manner. Liberally louvered hood is overshadowed by 
louvered and scooped roof of the cab. Rear fenders are ‘55 Chev. The tailgate has been molded in, box fully upholstered. 


Owner Builder: 


y Sanchez 


Orr te tea ge htt Veu 


Make: 
"54 Ford 


Photos by: 
Harry Kinney 
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Owner / Builder: 


Sy Gregorich 
Tigo MN ETE <1 
diexander Bros. 


A 


Make: 
"55 Ford 


Photos by: 


George Barris 
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When it came to rebuilding his Crown Vic, Sy Gregorich, Detroit, Michigan, took his problems to the Alexander Bros. Custom 
Shop. There the '55 Ford underwent minor surgery over a span of two years, coming through with a show winning style. 
The front and rear pans were formed from '53 Stude shells, front bumper is a sectioned '59 Chev unit. Chromed mesh fills 
both cavities of this much lowered custom, ‘55 Olds headlights flank rounded and peaked hood. Taillights were pirated from a 
'55 Merc. Exhausts are routed through custom shrouds below the doors. Interior is done in red/white pleated Naugahyde. 
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The most glamorous ‘36 Ford in captivity is Brandy's Chariot belonging to William Block of Kenosha, Wisconsin. Everything 
that would stand still has been chromed, pleated or painted. Powered by a hot '59 Corvette engine equipped with new 
12 volt accessories and literally bathed in chrome, his coupe has won ‘‘Best in Show’ awards at nearly every appearance. 
The grille is of bullet studded mesh, Custom nerfs protect the restyled fenders housing quad Lucas lamps. At the rear Block's 
'36 features quad ‘59 Cad lights in artistically designed housings. Car is upholstered front to rear in pleated Naugahyde. 


Owner ‘Builder: 


ta illiam Bloc |e 
Kenosha. a iY on 
teat H Body RTE 


Make: 
36 Ford 


Photos by: 
stele Hezge 
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From drag king to show champ in three busy years is the record John Buchan has set with his stylish Seattle, Wash., '56 
Chev. The top has been chopped 31/2 inches while dropped spindles in conjunction with a C'd frame take care of the lower- 
ing problem. Suspension is assisted by air units. Interior of John's Bel Air is done over in Naugahyde and Freize, the seats 
resembling something from a rocket ship due to their original styling. Front and rear pans are reworked Studes, fitted with 
tube grilles. Fins are cold rolled sheet metal, hammer welded, leaded to panels. The engine is a full house 1959 Corvette. 


Owner ‘Builder: 


John Buchan 
Seattle. Wash. 


i son Customs 


Make: 


550) (4 va rolet 


Photos by: 


Allan Carter 





The Mark | Mist is identifiable as a ‘36 Ford coupe through its side windows alone, attesting to the skill of Joe Wilhelm, 
San Jose, California, body builder. Owner Richie Feliz started project as just another semi-custom, Two years later and he 
possessed this outstanding Ford. The body has been sectioned and channeled 4” and 6”, running gear is '36 Ford, front 
axle is dropped. Front fenders are much modified '40 Ford components featuring ‘59 Lincoln quads, Edsel grille shell with 
custom bars. Solid hood is pancaked, scooped. Rear fenders are ‘38 Chevys, Corvette lights. Front, rear windows changed. 


Owner ‘Builder: 
Richie Feliz 


San lose. ae 


Joe Wilhelm 


Make: 
°36 Ford 


Photos by: 


Frank Faraone 
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Featuring the craftsmanship of Corley Anderson is the sharp Mist Green '55 T-Bird belonging to Don Tognofti. Designing the 
new body lines was offered Dick Katayanagi, who did an exceptional job as is evidenced here. Attractive grille features 1” 
bullets, chrome flat stock, and ‘57 Olds park lights, all mounted on aluminum mesh. Powerplant is a 302” T-Bird, boosted 
by a McCulloch blower, triple carbs, Shortened front fenders are set off with quad lights; shortened, rounded rear pair 
sport ‘59 Buick lenses. The rear pan has been neatly rolled. Fender scoops are designed after the popular Mercedes. 


Owner ‘Builder: 
Don Tognotti 


Sacramento. Calif. 
( rata tan {nderson 


"55 Thunderhird 


Photos by: 
Dick Katavanagi 
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Owner Builder: 


Chae acladitaa 
Independence, vie 


Make: 
°32 Ford 


Photos by: 
Bob Hegge 


Designed with advertising in mind, Ray Farhner built this wild ‘32 Ford roadster pickup in his shop in Kansas City, Mo. 
The front end has been completely molded into the fenders, is hand formed. Nestled behind the toothy grille is a modified 
‘54 Cad V8, running through a ‘39 Ford gearbox, 15” wire wheels came from a '56 Chrysler, set off the Moon Glow lacquer 
job. The rear fenders have been faired into a beautifully styled custom pickup bed, flanked by chromed exhausts. Upholstery 
is tufted, buttoned white, same theme featured in chopped, padded top. Roadster has been winner in many top flight shows. 
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A classic custom is the Jade Idol, one seldom seen today in theworld of scooped hardware stores on wheels. This pride and 


joy belongs to LeRoy Kemmerer, Castro Valley, Calif. Built by Gene Winfield, Modesto, Calif., in less than one year, the car 
received a 4” section job, has '59 Chrysler rear fenders and custom taillights. Four Lucas head lamps are canted in special 
housing in cleanly restyled front fenders. Front and rear grilles are chrome bars, unique bumpers rubber tipped. Interior 
is in pleated white Naugahyde, green velvet. Seats swing out for exiting. Padded dash houses television and radar outfit. 


Owner Builder: 


LeRoy Kemmerer 
Castro Valley, Calif. 
Winfield Custom 


Make: 
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Photos by: 
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EXPERTS 
GIVE 
THEIR 


CUSTOM 


for 


By Bob Behme 


F CAR CRAFTS EXPERTS are as accurate with 
their predictions this year as they have been in past 
custom forecasts, 1961 is slated to be an important year 
of custom history. Half of our experts (four out of seven 
of the nation’s leading customizers) predicted that 1961 
will mark the birth of custom interest in the U.S. built 
compact cars. 

Their reasons are amazing: more than half of the 
custom experts did not like any of the 1961 crop of full- 
sized cars. Most, who did not like full-sized machinery 
this year, found one or more compact cars they did like, 
predicting that exciting customs will come from cars 
such as the Monza, Tempest and Valiant. 


24 


‘ 


As in the past forecasts, custom experts examined 
current custom trends and predicted trends which will 
continue and trends which will develop during the 
year. They have predicted a continued, strong interest 
in reversed wheels, chromed or painted, with spinner 
or spider centers. There will be rolled pans, quad head- 
lights and floating, futuristic grilles. 

The experts have selected and detailed a most excit- 
ing list of 1961 components and, in many cases, have 
outlined specific uses for these parts. In this year’s pre- 
dictions, as in the past, the experts predict the new 
paints. One expert gives the first news of a new kind 
of paint that will first be seen at custom shows. 
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STAR KUSTOM SHOP 
DARRYL STARBIRD 
WICHITA, KANSAS 


items for ’61 in 


TOP CUSTOM CAR OF 1961 — It is 
difficult for a professional customizer 
to get excited over anything in the 
61 lineup of cars. All of them need 
considerable modification before they 
can be appealing. I like the Pontiac 
and the Plymouth but both need 
considerable alteration. I don’t like 
the front of the Plymouth but I do 
like the top and the rear. With 
changes it could be a big-selling car. 


COMPACTS — There is not much 
interest in the compacts in the mid- 
west today, but the potential is here. 
As more and more compacts are sold 
the dormant interest in the small car 
will be quietly kindled and eventu- 
ally we will see a rash of custom com- 
pacts. This won’t happen in a year, 
maybe not even in two years, but if 
the Detroit big wheels continue to 
push the compacts we will see an 
interest begin to grow. 

The best compact of the current 
crop is the Corvair Monza. It has a 
good potential for customizing, but 
it has some drawbacks, too. Its most 
serious deficiency is the front end. 
The Monza desperately needs a 
radically reworked front end. 


TOP 1961 COMPONENTS — There 
is a confused situation on 61 com- 
ponents. Some are wide open to use: 
others are so restricted you need a 
special car and a special situation be- 
fore you can touch them. 
Headlights: I like the Imperial and 
Chrysler units and they will be used 
from time to time during the year. 
I am now working on a radical ’51 
Merc. It has been sectioned and will 
feature a big, bold, heavy front end. 
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Darryl Starbird has been the strong, guiding power in 
midwest customizing for several years. His ideas, his 
customs, his executions have garnered trophy after 
trophy for him. He has been a trend-maker, an inno- 
vator and a pioneer in radical design and his futuristic 
cars have gained him a national reputation. 


"Rolled pans, pearlescent paint and reversed wheels are the big 


the midwest.” 





I have tentative plans to use Imperial 
units on it. 

In general, however, most ‘61 
headlight units bolt to or are a part 
of the grille and their custom appli- 
cations are either limited or costly 
because of their mounting. 

Taillights: There will be a con- 
tinued interest in some of the older 
taillights. The 60 Chrysler taillight 
unit remains the most popular in the 
midwest and this interest is presently 
so keen it may sustain itself through- 
out the year. 

The ’61 Plymouth taillight will see 
varied and extensive use. It can be 
used on the lower sides of cars such 
as the ’59 and 60 Chevy, ‘60 Buick 
and even the 60 Ford. We will see 
such applications during the year. 

Dodge has a very interesting, large 
taillight with a chromed bezel. I 
don’t see use for the full unit, but 
I can see many applications for the 
bezel on quad taillight installations 
where owners want a panel effect. 


CUSTOM TRENDS — Reversed 
wheels have become big news in the 
midwest within the past six months. 
The interest in them will continue 
strong for at least a year. 

The reversed wheels are either 
chromed or painted in vibrant, mul- 
tiple colors and touched off with 
spider hubs in the center. This trend 
too will continue. 


PAINT— Pearlescent mixtures are 
strong in the midwest and will re- 
main strong for some time. Candy 
paints died here because they were 
difficult to keep up under the wea- 
ther conditions here. Pearlescent 


















paints have had one other advantage: 
they look so nice under artificial 
lights—an effect that the candy 
paints could not duplicate. 


Because of these factors the inter- 
est in pearlescent paints will con- 
tinue strong for at least one more 
year. Today there is a lot of interest 
in blues, light purples and rose pear] 
tints. The emphasis is toward soft, 
pastel colors. The trend to softer 
colors will hold strong this year. 


CUSTOM FUTURE—There is a 
noticeable but gradual change to 
milder customs throughout the mid- 
west for the newer cars. Older cars 
are still going radical — not because 
they necessarily want to, but because 
they have to. Older cars are being 
decked out with grille-headlight com- 
binations with rolled pans. 

There is virtually no interest in 
bumper-grille combinations any- 
more. The style is old hat and nearly 
dead. This year should kill the combo 
completely. Today, there is repeated 
interest in important, full grilles and 
small nerfing bars. 

The big trend this year will be 
rolled pans —a trend which has car- 
ried over strong from ’60. The rolled 
pans are being used in combination 
with clean, narrow bumpers and the 
effect is gorgeous. I like a clean bum- 
per with a rolled pan below it and 
I make much use of 59 Chevy bum- 
per units. I use the Canadian Chevy 
bumper. It is a one-piece, narrow 
bumper. 

I use the Canadian Chevy bumper 
with a rolled pan. Properly inte- 
grated, the effect is out of this world. 
CONTINUED 











TOP CUSTOM CAR OF 1961— 
Chevrolet has been a leading car for 
several years. There is no reason for 
the trend to be reversed this year. 
The ‘61 Chevrolet is a good car, a 
good basis for any manner of custom. 
I like the front of the Ford better — 
its flattened nose gives a better total 
impact — but Chevrolet has improved 
and consolidated its design well this 
year. 

The new rear window, new fender 
lines, its easy-to-get-into front seat 
add up to a car that will have custom 
car appeal. 


COMPACTS — We are several years 
away from the time when the com- 
pacts will be important custom car 


Look for a new and keener interest 
in headlights this year. There is a 
growing interest in multiple head- 
lights —the quads and triples — and 
many ‘61 units can be used easily 
and with excellent effect. Chrysler, 
Imperial and Plymouth lights will be 
the most popular. These will be used 
in canted designs. The present inter- 
est in ‘60 Pontiac light units will 
continue. 

Three and four taillights per side 
will be used to a greater extent on 
61 customs. These can be worked 
into older customs as well as late 
model cars. Lenses and mounts will 
come from ’59, 60 and ’61 cars. Cer- 
tainly the Plymouth unit is an easy- 
to-use bolt-on assembly that will see 


Clayton Jensen, long a partner in the fabulous 


VALLEY CUSTOM 
CLAYTON JENSEN 
BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 


Valley Custom in Burbank, is. now on his own 
since Neil Emory retired from the shop this year. 
The history of Valley includes a long list of 


national and international trophy winning cus- 
toms, cars which have won top magazine awards 


“The mild custom is coming 


material but if the interest in com- 
pacts continues to accelerate at its 
present rate, if the cost of big cars, 
the cost of labor and materials in- 
crease, compacts will have to come 
into their own as custom material. 
With rising costs on all sides, the 
custom field will eventually shift to 
compacts or deteriorate to a do-it- 
yourself, weekend hobby. 

The cost of new cars, the cost of 

customizing materials, and the cost 
of customizing labor adds up to too 
much money. The compacts may 
change that picture eventually, but 
I don’t think they will have much 
effect this year. 
TOP 1961 COMPONENTS — Many 
of the parts popular last year will 
carry over strong in ’61. These pieces 
worked so well last year, were so 
effective that, since much of the pres- 
ent custom work is concerned with 
older cars, they still have a place in 
customizing. 
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into its own this year.” 


great service. The ‘61 Olds unit, 
which is also an easy to use assembly, 
will have many adaptations. 

DeSoto grille sections, especially 
the upper unit, will find some use on 
cars this year. It will not be big, but 
it can play an important part in the 
design of radical cars. 

There is virtually no interest in 
bumper-grille combinations this year 
and 1961 may well see the demise of 
the fad for some time to come. The 
emphasis today is on the grille and, 
because of this solo effort, grilles will 
become more radical with the hand- 
made, special-designed grilles be- 
coming more popular as the months 
unwind. 


CUSTOM TRENDS — Cost will con- 
tinue to be the most important decid- 
ing factor in customizing. The trend, 
because of cost and interest, is toward 
the milder customs, toward cars with 
a few tasteful changes expertly con- 
ceived and expertly executed. 


Radicals are a virtually neglected 
item except in the show circuit. The 
slight increase in show activity may 
bolster the sagging interest in radi- 
cal customs but it seems as if the 
radical will remain the special prov- 
ince of the professional show car 


addict. 

There is an increased emphasis on 
workmanship. Judges are becoming 
more critical of design and workman- 
ship and the customizer today must 
know both his art and his technique 
to pull down a winner’s trophy. 


PAINT — Metallic paints are hold- 
ing their popularity and you can look 
for this to continue throughout most 
of the year. Custom car owners want 


the candy-type paints but they are 
moving away from the true candy 
paints to longer-lasting paints that 
approximate them. Pearlescent paints 
seem to have a longer life and seem 
to look better under all show condi- 
tions. These will grow in popularity 
during ‘61. 


UPHOLSTERY-— The revolution in- 
side the custom car will continue 
strong for at least one year more. 
Custom owners are now battling for 
trophies with upholstery and their 
search for wild originality will hold 
its strength this year. Upholstery has 
become startling, wild and raucus. 
This will continue and the emphasis 
this year, as last year, will be on tuck 
and roll designs. 

Stock cars are getting a taste of 
exaggerated upholstery designs this 
year. The stock ‘61 interiors exhibit 
some fancy, wild colors and patterns. 
This may have some effect on the 
battle for custom interiors. 
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TOP CUSTOM CAR OF 1961—I am 
not impressed by any 1961, full-sized 
car. Unless Detroit has a hidden de- 
sign they are holding for a latter 
showing, the car I like best is the 
compact-sized Buick Special. 

The Dodge is the most improved 
car of the year but there simply isn't 
a standard-sized car in 1961 that is 
interesting, original and exciting. 


COMPACTS —The customizing ex- 
citement for 1961 lies in the com- 
pacts. 1961 will see the initial devel- 
opment of customizing interest in 
the smaller cars. This year may go 
down in history as the birth date of 
a new kind of custom — the compact 
custom. 

With the birth of the custom com- 
_pact we will see a revival of custom- 
izing. It won’t happen in one year, 

but we are on the ground floor of 
history: this year we will see the 
start. 

There are a host of reasons why 
compacts are the ideal custom car. 
The cars have sufficient speed and 
power to interest any car fan. Chevy 
has, for years, sold many of its cars 
on the basis of its engine perform- 
ance. Once compacts become fast 
enough they will take hold in the 
same way. 

Customizing has become a tough, 
costly hobby for late model car own- 
ers. Every customizer knows this, but 
we are all powerless to combat labor 
costs. The standard-sized cars cost 
too much initially, they are built in 
ways that make customizing a costly, 
laborious job. The high initial cost of 
a new car does not leave much money 
for customizing: the high cost of 
customizing rules out much custom 
work. The compacts, with lower cost 
and easier to work on construction, 


FEBRUARY, 1961 


Gene Winfield, whose designs have garnered top 


awards throughout the west, is a paint, metal and 
design specialist who has a host of late model 
customs to his credit. Winfield is a customizer of 


WINFIELD CUSTOM 
GENE WINFIELD 
MODESTO, CALIFORNIA 


long standing whose original designs have been 
featured in automotive magazines for several years. 
His ideas and concepts are often the fore-runners 


of next year's trends. 


“Dished wheels, spinners will top this year’s custom parade.” 


will effect a big change. With a lower 
price tag and lower custom costs the 
compacts will allow people, who 
have long wanted to customize but 
could not afford it, to have custom 
cars. 

Of the compacts on the market 
now, the Buick Special and the Olds 
F-85 are the best. General Motors’ 
aluminum block engine is a great 
engineering achievement. The en- 
gine will find many special uses. We 
will see these engines used in boat- 
ing. We may see hop-up firms such 
as Weiand and Edelbrock building 
special equipment for the engines. 
If speed equipment is available, these 
cars will be of even greater interest 
to custom car owners. 

If the interest in the compacts de- 
velops, Buick will be the most popu- 
lar car in 1961. The Special has mod- 
ern, pleasing lines, especially in the 
front. The station wagon is the finest 
looking vehicle General Motors has 
designed in many years. I like it be- 
cause it has individual styling, be- 
cause it is not a copy of a bigger car. 


TOP 1961 COMPONENTS —The 
best single component for the year 
will be the Imperial headlight unit. 
We will see them used in a variety 
of single and quad set-ups on later 
model cars. 

Taillights: Ford, Dodge, Imperial 
and Plymouth all have taillight units 
which will see duty in the custom 
field. We will see several versions of 
the Imperial taillight and we may 
even see special Imperial headlight- 
taillight combinations on later model 
cars. 

Plymouth is a vastly improved car. 
Their compact taillight unit is an 
easy bolt-on touch for many cars. I 
plan to use them on several pickup 


trucks — some of them old and some 
of them new pickups. They can be 
painted or chromed with equal effect. 

The rear end of the new Dodge 
is an example of wild, exciting de- 
sign. Several components of the rear 
end can be adapted to other cars 
and we will see custom versions of 
the manner in which the Dodge fin 
is worked into the rear end before 
the year is over. 

The Ford taillight will be widely 
used. We will see it used in many 
ways on early Fords where it should 
adapt easily. 


CUSTOM TRENDS -—This is the 
year customs move away from the 
stock appearing fins. Big, massive fins 
are on the way out. Before the year 
is over the big fin will be as dead 
as striping. 

Fins will continue to prove popu- 
lar. They have a strong and respect- 
ed position in customizing, but the 
fins will be lower, more horizontal. 
The trend is toward a lower silhou- 
ette: that means a lower ground line 
and a lower body line. The fins will 
follow this trend. 

Split bumpers will prove popular 
items this year. They are big in Cali- 
fornia and, I presume, are moving 
into other sections of the country. 
We'll see some imaginative design 
come out of this interest. 


WHEEL ACCENTS—As in most 
sections of the country, there is a 
growing, profound interest in re- 
versed wheels. Here, the custom boys 
like them chromed — often coupled 
with scavenger exhaust stacks. There 
is a new interest in spinners and 
spiders and we'll see the develop- 
ment of new center-of-the-hub ideas 


to accent the dished wheels. 
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TOP CUSTOM CAR OF 1961— 
There will be no top custom this 
year. There isn’t a decent car in the 
whole bunch of 1961 offerings. Ford 
will probably be the most popular -- 
even with custom fans — despite its 
half-dead design. The best car in the 
current crop is a compact: Corvair's 
exciting Monza. 


COMPACTS —The compacts will 
really jolt the custom scene during 
the next few years. They have a con- 
tinuously growing impact on our 
field. Soon compacts will separate 
from the big cars and we will think 
of them as a separate field — neither 
better nor worse than the big cars — 
just different and equal. 

The Monza will be the hit of 1961. 
It has big car styling, big car com- 
fort, big car ride and small car econ- 
omy touched off by a beautiful sports 
car interior. 

It will be cars such as the 61 
Monza that will influence customiz- 
ing more than some people predict. 
These compacts are naturals for cus- 
tomizing: economical to buy, operate 
and customize. They have all of the 
potential we once found in the big 
cars. I am seriously thinking of sell- 
ing my Cadillac to buy a Monza. 

I've got orders for two customized 
Monzas now and before the year is 
over I expect to do one or two more 
plus a Valiant. The Valiant is becom- 
ing a popular car with car fans. We 
are going to see some exciting things 
being done to them. Still, I'll stick 
with the Monza: there is so much 
you can do with its well proportioned 
styling. 

The Monza can handle a variety of 
headlight stylings without body cut- 
ting. The car can be lowered, the 
wheels can be reversed. Fins are a 
natural. The body is styled to handle 
them. You could add a variety of 
fins to the Monza but they would 


During his thirteen years in business, Joe Bailon 


has won every major customizing award in the 
country. He has set styles in body design, painting 
techniques and colors, and developed new ideas 


BAILON’S CUSTOMS 
JOE BAILON 
HAYWARD, CALIFORNIA 


which have been picked throughout the nation. 
Bailon is one of the top customizers in the country, 
an active participant in shows, and heads a busy 
customizing organization in northern California. 


“The surprise custom of the year will be the Corvair Monza.” 


have to be horizontal or %: the car 
simply can’t take vertical fins. 
Taillight conversions are easy and 
striking on the Monza. Rolled pans 
and beautiful nerf bars will add to 
the car’s unique beauty. To complete 
the job, the Monza should be painted 
with some outstanding paint like 
Candy Apple Red. The paint would 
have to be dramatic, like the Candy 
paints, to key the body. Nothing 


would work as well. 


TOP 1961 COMPONENTS —The 
new '61 Chrysler headlights will be 
popular items. We'll see them used 
on a variety of cars in single and 
quad systems. 

Last year, I planned to build a 
car with cut-away fenders which 
had headlights outside, as complete 
units. I made drawings of the idea 
but I did not build the car. This year 
Chrysler has exactly the headlights 
I planned to achieve one year before. 

Taillights: Chrysler taillights are 
beautiful, useful lights which will 
work nicely on most cars. You will 
see them on both old and new cars 
before the year is over. The new 
Dodge taillights, an all chrome unit, 
will work outside on a variety of 
cars. 


CUSTOM TRENDS — We will wit- 
ness a move away from the radical 
custom in 1961. The move has been 
developing for several years because 
of cost, time and upkeep, and this 
year will see the peak of the trend. 
The emphasis now is on small custom 
items, with greatly increased demand 
for the finest possible workmanship 
in those items. There is an acceler- 
ated interest in car shows this year 
and the custom car owners want 
small changes made —but built im- 
maculately — to pass the discriminat- 
ing eyes of the judges. 

The reasons are not matters of 


economics. Car owners are still will- 
ing to pay top prices for their work: 
they demand the very best and they 
are willing to shop around until they 
find the customizer with the talent 
and patience to do the quality of 
work they want. 


PAINT—There is a lot of interest in 
painting today. In many ways we'll 
find it the top custom item of the 
year. Many owners are content to 
have a stock-bodied car if they can 
have a custom paint job on the body. 
Like their brothers, they want the 
very best in workmanship. 

We will see greater interest in the 
candy colored paints. Even Detroit 
builders are showing an interest in 
the candy colors. They are now ex- 
perimenting with candy paint tech- 
niques and as soon as the tests have 
been completed we'll be seeing candy 
colors on our stock cars. It will take 
Detroit two or three years to achieve 
the switch — but it is coming. 

I am developing a new kind of 
paint which will be unveiled during 
the show season. It is unlike anything 
presently developed. The effect can’t 
be duplicated with lacquer. The new 
paint has depth, a glow, an irides- 
cence not found today. It gives the 
effect of a silver glow behind the 
colors. The paint glows with a light 
on it. I plan to bring it out in red, 
green and blue. I will call it Candy 
Glow. 


FINS —1961 will see a complete 
move away from the big, bulky fin. 
Fins will continue to be popular, but 
the trend will be away from the big 
toward the subtle, the less heavy 
handed, the smaller fin. We will see 
fins, but smaller ones. They will be 
big enough to give the impression 
of a fin, but not big enough to give 
the impression the owner is trying 


to outdo his buddy. 
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TOP CUSTOM CAR OF 1961—The 
1961 Ford, with more natural styl- 
ing than its competitors or its prede- 
cessors has the year’s best potential 
for customizing. It can be made to 
look better and more individualistic 
for less money than any other car 
this year. There is less modification 
needed on the Ford. Because of its 
open cavity, front and rear grille 
changes —complimentary or match- 
ing—can be easily used. The open 
taillight section makes it easy to use 
various bolt-on assemblies at low 
cost. The low body silhouette gives 
the customizer a chance to lower the 
car further without extensive modi- 
fications. 


All of these factors, standard on 
all models, make Ford the top cus- 
tom value of the year. The best styled 
of all Fords is the T-Bird. 


COMPACTS-—There will not be 
much interest in compacts this year. 
Customizers have not caught on to 
the fact that a compact can look 
good customized. If there is any cus- 
tom work done on compacts, Falcon 
will lead the field because of its price 
and its availability. 


TOP 1961 COMPONENTS-—This 
will be one of the important years 
for bolt-on and add-on components. 
There’s everything available from 
headlights to hubcaps. 


Headlights: The most popular unit 
will be the Imperial headlight assem- 
bly. There will be a new, exciting 
trend toward floating headlights and 
the Imperial units will work well in 
such designs. For heavier customs 
the new Chrysler unit will find ex- 
tensive use. Youll see Plymouth 
headlights used in single and quad 
applications. 

Taillights; The Imperial will get 
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George Barris, one of America’s best-known and 


widely respected customizers has been the nation’s 
leading innovator since customizing first became 
popular. He is winner of the custom car builder 


BARRIS KUSTOM 
GEORGE BARRIS 
LYNWOOD, CALIFORNIA 


award at the National Show and winner of the 
Experimental Futuristic Award at the same show 
plus winner of more than 500 regional, national 


and international shows. 


“This is the year customizers will really show Detroit the way. 


The emphasis will be on experimental, futuristic styling.” 


the big nod in this field, too. These 
will be used in floating variations, 
for floating lights will be popular on 
both ends of the car in 1961. Float- 
ing taillights will be made not only 
of stock components but also of 
hand-fashioned parts in exciting, 
high-styled designs. 


Plymouth taillights will be widely 
used because of their easy-to-mount, 
bolt-on construction. Olds taillights 
will prove popular for the same rea- 
son. You'll sée both types on a variety 
of cars. 


Other items: The upper DeSoto 
grille section should be often used. 
It is a natural for adaptions which 
require a floating grille styling. It 
will fit into almost any kind of cavity. 

Rolled pans and fenders will be- 
come popular during 1961. Before 
the year is over they will be big news 
in most sections of the country. They 
will be radical, cut in very much. 


CUSTOM TRENDS —1961 will see 
a series of new, big, important devel- 
opments in custom design. There will 
be greater use of headlight covers, 
using plastics in both reflective and 
clear tones. Rolled pans and fenders 
will be popular, and, when they need 
to be set-off, will be set off with 
Imperial or T-Bird hubcaps. 


Last year’s trend toward matching 
bolt-on front and rear ends will be 
even stronger during ‘61. Look for 
frenched bullet exhaust side pipes 
and tubes, satin anodized side pipes 
with extruded plastic and aluminum 
ribs. You will see plastic in many 
places on 61 customs. Plastic will be 
in evidence on headlights, grilles, 
backing and taillights. Grilles will 
sport combinations of transparent, 
colored plastics, accented with new 
uses of chrome. 


Reversed wheels, already popular, 
will become more radical. They will 
be color-keyed with color-blending 
paints, especially in Kandy Kolors. 


PAINTS — Look for extensive use of 
spray bomb paints with rich, Kandy 
Kolors as the big news. There will be 
new variations of diamond dust tints, 
pearlescence tints, three-D illusions 
will be particularly popular using 
metalflake — millions of particles of 
chrome-metal to create stardust spar- 
kles in colors. 


THE CUSTOM YEAR —1961 will be 
a year of heavy customs because of 
a busy show schedule in all parts of 
the U.S. The shows influence the 
number of cars customized, their 
styling and the trends. This will be 


a big year for shows. 


You will see more way-out customs 
because the public is coming to cus- 
tom shows in larger numbers than 
ever before. The radicals will prove 
popular show-stoppers: that will 
make them popular show cars. 


NEW IDEAS — Look for stepped up 
experimental work in design and en- 
gineering. There will be interest in 
unusual, advanced cars such as my 
air car, remote controls through 
sound, electronics or T.V. and there 
will be a heavy accent on futuristic 
design. 


One important side-line will be an 
interest in model cars. Model cars 
will be used to test experimental cus- 
tom stylings before building the real 
thing. Authentic kits, now available, 
make it possible for customizers to 
customize-in-miniature, to show po- 
tential customers how proposed 
changes will look. These miniatures 
will be wisely used—and just as 
widely customized. 
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Joe Wilhelm, who appeared in last year's fore- 
cast, is a customizer whose work covers a variety 
of cars, from early Fords to late model Cadillacs. 
His strong, individual treatments have garnered 














top trophies in California shows for several years. 


A young, dedicated customizer, Wilhelm has been 
more a pace-setter than a follower of trends. 


TOP CUSTOM CAR OF 1951— 
There is nothing outstanding on any 
of the big cars for 61. It is virtually 
impossible to pick any of them as a 
top selling, interesting custom car. 
None of the big cars have made 
enough improvement or change to 
make a custom enthusiast buy any 
of them on the basis of design. None 
have the custom potential cars have 
had in the past years. 


COMPACTS — Because of the lack 
of big car individuality, because of 
their high cost and because of the 
increased cost of customizing late- 
model cars, 1961 will see a burst of 
interest in customized compacts. 
Current big cars cost close to $3000 
(or more) and are built so that there 
is increased labor (and increased 
cost) in customizing them. 

There will be more work done on 
compacts this year than ever in the 
past. Money is always an important 
factor in the choice of customized 
cars and the amount of customizing 
done. Because of lower initial cost 
and lower customizing costs, 1961 
will make the move to the compacts 
as the customized car owner's car. 

The top car this year may be a 
compact. If it is, the Tempest will be 
the car of the year. The Tempest is 
a front-engined compact with plenty 
of good design, design that will let 
a customizer go radical or mild as 
finances dictate and let the custom- 
izer do a good job in either direction. 

I'd pick Corvair as the car of the 
year except for its rear engine. The 
engine placement kills any real 
chance for an inexpensive front-end 
grille treatment and most owners still 
want the emphasis on the front. 


TOP 1961 COMPONENTS — Head- 
30 


“The competition look will be the look of 1961 and anything 
that achieves that end will become important.” 





lights will get a bigger play this year. 
There has been a growing, slow- 
developing interest in headlights in 
the west and 1961 will see that inter- 
est crystalize into an important trend. 
There will be a strong, continuing 
interest in taillights, but they will 
be similar in styling to the headlights 
more than ever, this year, to focus 
interest in the front and rear of 
customs. 

Headlights: The top headlight will 
be the 61 DeSoto. These units will 
be used in many ways, but, because 
they are best suited to canted design, 
we will see them most often in vari- 
ations of the canted stylings. 

The DeSoto headlight is such a 
versatile unit it can be used on virtu- 
ally any late model car and on such 
61 cars as Chevrolet and Ford. The 
DeSoto unit will work on any fender 
design where the headlight is high. 

Taillights: Dodge should have the 
most popular taillight of the year. 
The light is slanted and will adapt 
easily to a host of late model cars. 
Look for the 1959 Cadillac to con- 
tinue strong in 1961. 


CUSTOM TRENDS —The big inter- 
est will center around the competi- 
tion look. The biggest, the hottest, 
the most popular item will be dished 
wheels — stark, racy, fast-looking. 
Spinners will be used widely. Hub- 
caps will be a slow item all year. 
With the dished rims no hubcap is 
really needed and, none will be used. 

Scavenger exhausts will be an im- 
portant part of the competition look. 
These will prove favorites with both 
the mild and radical custom fanciers. 

Belly pans will continue strong 
well into 61 and big mouth openings 
will increase in popularity. Nerf bars 












will see renewed interest in these 
treatments to a greater extent on 
older and newer customs. Nerf bars 
will prove very popular with older 
car owners who feel they must up- 
date their cars. The bars have already 
proven to be one inexpensive and 
effective way to modernize an older 
car. 

Steering wheels will come in for a 
new look. The ‘59 and ’60 Olds dish- 
ed wheels will be used in a variety 
of ways in this area. The Olds wheels 
are effective and inexpensive (cost 
here runs about $40 to cut column 
and shaft). The 61 Plymouth steer- 
ing wheel will be used quite a bit. 
Because of its square design it in- 
creases leg room. The Cad wheels 
will be used some, but not as much 
as Olds or Plymouth wheels. 


PAINTS — Last year’s move toward 
pearlescent paints will continue dur- 
ing most of 61. There will be a 
noticeable move to solid colors and 
many of the so-called glamour tones 
will be used singly for this effect. 
Striping is dead and it won't be re- 
vived for a long time. 


FINS AND BUMPER GRILLES — 
Fins will be popular here for a year 
or two. They will be seen mostly in 
canted versions and on late model 
cars. Large fins will continue for 
many months, giving way to smaller 
versions later in the year. 

Bumper-grille combinations are on 
the way out. There is a diminishing 
interest in them here and that inter- 
est will eventually drop out com- 
pletely. They are too heavy for most 
cars. Unless a car is radical, it can’t 
stand that much weight in front. 
There is no use for them today and 
little interest in them. 
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TOP CUSTOM CAR OF 1961—The 
1961 Ford, with its exciting, special 
emphasis on clean-line design easily 
wins all custom polls. Look for Ford 
to be the customizer’s car of the year. 
Everything about the car, from the 
hood line to the softened tail section, 
is assembled with components easily 
removed for mild or radical custom- 
izing. 

The best Ford of all, this year, is 
the Starliner hardtop. Its sweeping 
roof line offers an ideal starting point 
for a host of customizing changes. 
The Sunliner will prove a versatile 
car: it can go radical or mild with 
equal facility. 


COMPACTS — Customizers cannot 
ignore the compacts much longer. 
Look for the first interest in them 

















during 1961. The amount of interest 
you see will depend upon the area 
in which you live. Nationally, the 
interest will be small. In some areas 
the impact of the compacts will be 
scarcely felt. 

The first customized compacts will 
undoubtedly be the Corvair and the 
Falcon because they are available, 
well designed and their current styl- 
ing offers a good starting point. 
While there will be customizing in 
the compact field this year, don’t 
look for radical customizing. It will 
take a few years for interest in com- 
pacts to reach that point. 


TOP 1961 COMPONENTS — There 
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start in the midwest.” 








are interesting bolt-on and weld-on 
components from ‘61 cars in all price 
ranges this year. Here are some you 
will find most widely used: 

Headlights: Chrysler and Imperial 
headlight units will be widely used 
on a variety of cars and in a variety 
of ways. You will see some of them 
on older cars, but their predominant 
use will be on the ‘59, 60 and 61 
cars. 

Taillights: Plymouth and Buick 
taillights will play important roles in 
late model customs. The Plymouth 
unit will be exceptionally popular. 
You may even see Plymouth head- 
lights used as taillights on this year’s 
more radical customs. 


Other items: Tops among grille 
units will be the DeSoto grille, used 





The Alexander brothers are two of the new- 


est and most imaginative talents on the cus- 
tom scene. In the short time they have been 


working their customs have won top honors 
in the midwest. Their careful workmanship 





find new uses this year and you will 
see aluminum outside exhausts deco- 
rated with plastics. 

Grille openings will become im- 
portant and, because of the new em- 
phasis on grilles, wilder and more 
radical. The bumper grille combina- 
tions, popular in the past, will be- 
come less popular this year. Grilles 
will be built without bumpers this 
year. 

When the 61 Fords are customized 
—and there will be many this year — 
you will see interesting grille designs 
on them, repeated grille designs in 
the rear and they will be keyed by 
mild lowering and special paints. 


PAINTS —The midwest is just be- 
coming aware of the potential of 
candy colors and tinted pear] paints. 


ALEXANDER BROTHERS CUSTOM 
MIKE AND LARRY ALEXANDER 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 





and their exciting, unbridled minds create 
customs that are show stoppers wherever 


they are shown. 


“Candy colors and pearl tints are big news in the midwest 







this year but the biggest news will be national trends that 


where a modern, lighter look is need- 
ed and the Buick front bumper will 
be adapted to a variety of cars in a 
variety of ways. Interest in hubcaps, 
this year, will center almost exclu- 
sively around the Old cap. It is beau- 
tiful and has a great potential. 


CUSTOM TRENDS — Customs are 
moving up and out in 1961: moving 
upward toward more integrated de- 
sign and moving outward toward 
front and rear end detailing. Rolled 
pans will be important on midwest 
customs. You will see rolled and 
tucked radical front end treatments 
and similar, repeated, radical treat- 
ments in the rear. Aluminum will 














These are still new ideas in many 
sections of the midwest and the area 
will see a surge of interest in these 
paints this year. 

The midwest is ahead of the east 
in most phases of custom design and 
development. You can expect to see 
some new trends, such as extensive 
use of plastics, to start in the mid- 
west and spread to other sections of 
the U.S.: probably the first time in 
history that custom trends have start- 
ed anywhere except in the west. 

Most trends will start in the west, 
as they have in the past, and through 
publicity in the magazines published 
in the west, given a chance to be- 
come national trends. 
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No ‘little old lady’ drives this. . . 


Pasadena Pacesetter 


Appealing '51 Oldsmobile 88 is result of owner Dave To- 
relli's handiwork. Painted Jet Black, Olds stands with popu- 
lar SoCal ‘dago’ due to cut coils, ceed frames, air lift front 
and beefed springs, blocks in rear; wheels are reversed. 


Protecting the rear end expanse of smooth metal is a hand- 
made tubular nerf, Fender features a set of ‘59 Corvette 
taillight assemblies — a neat match for the 88, Additional 
eye-catchers are rolled rear pan and the end Olds chrome. 





A safe approach to a custom dashboard. Entire Olds 
panel is covered in pleated, rolled Naugahyde—extra 


thick foam rubber—with Stewart Warner gauges added. the. 


Photographed by George Barris 


Rear view illustrates the ‘new look’ of 
most semi-customs—clean! A minimum 
of chrome trim, smooth metalwork, 
chromed and reversed wheels seen. 


Striking front end utilizes canted quad 
headlights of ‘57 Imperial make with 
lower lamp a Marcel driving unit, Tube 
grille is housed in rolled shell, pan. 
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RESTYLING 


THE ’°61 PONTIAC 


— S MIGHTIEST efforts this past year were placed behind their 
new compact caf, the Tempest. But they apparently worked double-time 
to also produce an outstanding ‘regular’ model that is well worth consid- 
eration for basic customizing appeal. We liked the Ventura model and that 
is our choice for this month’s Restyle subject. 


There are so many possibilities that can be used to subtly change the 
appearance of the Pontiac, that it is entirely possible to accomplish a worthy 
restyling job without investing the entire $1000 that we have with our 
mild version. 


The frontal character is retained, yet we have made some changes. To 
wit: a 59 Thunderbird grille is installed, the bars concavely placed. On top 
of the bars we have mounted the headlights. The lamps are from a ’61 
Dodge and are separated by a horizontal chrome bar. Parking lights in the 
stock bumper are retained. The hood received a little attention. Four rows 
of louvers are punched-in and four 61 Buick portholes are added. We have 
an optional header-through-fender idea that can be used if you wish the 
competition appeal. Side trim is still 61 Pontiac, but the Ventura strip is 
replaced by its Starchief cousin that features an open area which is filled-in 
with a contrasting color to that of the body. 


Rear end restyling is light. We've switched taillamps using the ’61 
Pontiac station wagon units in place of the six separate lenses. The remainder 
is stock. 

Small additions and refinements not too obvious but nonetheless impor- 
tant are: 3” lowering, ‘spider’ wheel discs, door handle removal, and four 
scavenger exhaust pipes in the rear. 





] from mild. 
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—— MORE LIKE A Pontiac prototype than a 
custom, this is our version of an ‘all out’ Pontiac 
Ventura. 

, Starting from the front, the bumper is ’61 Buick 
while the grille is stock with ¥%th inch radius rod in- 
stalled over it in vertical position spaced about 1 inch 
apart. The center V from the hood is cut away; the 
chrome trim is removed and edges molded to achieve 
‘crisp’ look. Both the grille and the ’61 Imperial head- 
lights rest in a specially formed inner panel. 

Bonneville trim is added with a Buick port placed 
just in front. Wheels are factory ordered Pontiac spe- 
cials of aluminum. The top represents the biggest 
change. The stock Ventura top is removed and grafted 
in its place is: the unit from the four-door series. It’s a 
bit longer and the basic difference is found in the rear 
quarter panel. 

Rear fender chrome trim is removed, edges molded 
to sharp peak. Taillights are discarded and one of two 
options are used. The first is a butted-together set-up 
using the Bonneville lights. The other option is the use 
of two '59 Pontiac lenses butted together and mounted 
in the center. The radio antenna is installed in another 
Buick port just aft of the rear window. Handles and 
trim are removed. The Ventura is lowered 3 inches 


evenly. 
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SUPERTUNING 
THE DODGE DART 


for maximum performance 
or increased performance 
with economy 


a A DOUBT Chrys- 
lers Ram Induction engines 
are potent, able powerplants fully 
capable of producing advertised per- 
formance and holding their own with 
the best top performing factory hop 
ups. 

Low rpm torque produced from 
these powerplants give instant head 
snapping acceleration at any point 
desired during normal driving 


ranges, being factory engineered to 
meet requirements of performance 
minded city drivers. Transmission 
ratios are designed to keep engine 
rpm governed to operate within 
maximum torque ranges producing 
short shifting and low speed trans- 
mission kickdown. This gives the 
impression of riding a wild tornado 
until high gear operation exceeds the 
maximum torque rpm. At this point 


By John Geraghty 


a noticeable flat spot appears. This 
can be corrected and overall power 
increased by following the step-by- 
step supertuning directions contained 
in this article. 

Before entering into the tune up 
procedures I believe that it would 
help everyone to become better ac- 
quainted with the theory behind Ram 
Induction manifolding and the rea- 
son for Chrysler incorporating it in 
their high performance engines. 

Today’s horsepower race has pro- 
gressed to the point of necessitating 
large cubic inch engines compara- 
tively well hopped up from the 
factory. These well engineered pow- 
erplants have brought with them 
several undesirable problems that 
have given Detroit a real obstacle to 
overcome. New car buyers demand 
gas mileage and high performance, 
low speed torque, high rpm horse- 
power and quiet trouble free opera- 
tion. All five performance factors are 
in no way related to each other and 
impossible to deliver in a package 
unit without decreasing the efficiency 
of each one involved. Therefore, sev- 
eral choices of engines, transmissions 
and rear axle ratios are made avail- 
able to arrive at a closer choice for 
the individual new car purchaser 
that might demand only one or two 
of these factors. To get closer to the 
ideal combination Chrysler Corpora- 


Cut-away display of the Dodge Dart en- 
gine shows aluminum intake manifolds 
going from intake ports on one side of 
the engine to carburetor outside the op- 
posite head to provide Ram Induction. 
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tion has developed the Ram Induc- 
tion system. 

In order to produce high horse- 
_ power and engine flexibility, a high 
rate of volumetric efficiency (com- 
parative measurement of cylinder 
area and volume of air fuel ratio 
| taken into the cylinder during each 
cycle) must be obtained. 

To accomplish this with the large 
cubic inch engines of today, large 
valves, port areas, and increased car- 
buretion must be used in conjunction 
_ with camshafts producing high valve 
lifts, long duration timing and split 
overlap patterns. These factors per- 
mit the engine to breath and produce 
high horsepower outputs. In order 
to obtain a happy medium between 
the five aforementioned demands 
with an efficient large cubic inch 
engine a determining process begins. 
Quiet operation is obtained by close 
internal clearances and hydraulic 
valve lifters. This reduces maximum 
engine rpm, wide spread ignition 
curves, lean carburetion and higher 
rear axle ratios are installed to obtain 
economy. 

These factors tend to tame the end 
result into a comparatively sluggish 
disappointment after reading adver- 
tised performance facts and ratio hp 
figures. 

Chrysler engineers tackled this 
problem with all available resources, 
realizing that the higher rear axle 
ratio and determining process is nec- 
essary to obtain economy. The ability 
to produce more usable torque at 
lower engine rpm would be the most 
logical answer. It was determined 
that during the camshaft timing a 
period exists when both the intake 
and exhaust valves are open at the 
same time. This is called the overlap 
period. The theory behind valve 
overlap is at the end of the exhaust 
cycle, pressure diminishing through 
the exhaust valve would tend to 
scavenge the intake charge into the 
cylinder. This is true only at higher 
engine rpm but is a necessary evil 
of valve timing. At lower engine rpm 
under full throttle operation this 
theory reverses itself. Exhaust pres- 
sures overcome the atmospheric pres- 
sure of the intake charge and tend 
to blow the fuel air mixture back 
through the port and out of the car- 
buretor throats destroying low speed 
torque. To help correct this carbu- 
retors have been designed with vacu- 
um controlled secondary throttle 
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governors eliminating the possibility 
of full throttle operation at low en- 
gine rpm. This has helped boost low 
speed performance considerably but 
still left much to be desired. Chrysler 
engineers found that by applying an 
old hot rod practice of increasing the 
distance between the valve and 
atmospheric inlet the manifold over- 
lap disturbance diminished and in- 
creased low rpm torque. It was also 
found that the length and size of 
these extensions could contro] the 
exact rpm and maximum torque 
would be developed. A length of 
thirty inches and a cross section size 
of 1%”x 1%” produced the most de- 
sirable results. Maximum torque was 
developed at 2100 rpm which greatly 
improved low speed operation. The 
carburetors were mounted on the far 
end of the extension tubes taking 
advantage of the preheated mani- 
folds to expand the fuel mixture for 
better economy, creating the closest 
combination of the five aforemen- 
tioned buyer demands. The compara- 
tive torque chart adjoining this 
article depicts the definite advantage 











Ram Induction engine shown 
again, this time in its natural 
habitat. Intake manifolds and 
carbs take up a lot of space. 
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COMPARISON OF TORQUE CURVES 


1960 RAM INDUCTED D500 
1959 SUPER D500 
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ENGINE R.P.M. IN HUNDREDS 


M— ——X RAM INDUCTED 1960 D500 


a B 1959 SUPER D500 





Chart shows greatly improved torque 
output of the '60 Ram Induction engine 
over the '59 dual-quad installation. 


Photo at left shows throttle 
bellcrank rod adjustment. 
Note Uni-Syn velocity meter 
used to simplify carburetor 
balance as described in the 
carburetion modification text. 















TUNING THE DART 


of Ram Induction over the previous 
dual four barrel unit. 

Supertuning this powerplant can 
be considerably misleading due to 
its inherent characteristics. There- 
fore; many hours of dynomometer 
testing was required to assure maxi- 
mum power throughout the entire 
rpm range. Two steps of tuning are 
involved in this article, one on maxi- 


mum performance, the other on a : * 
more happy medium producing a _ !. Arrows point to metering rod covers to be removed along with the metering rod 


higher rate of economy and a desir- assemblies. This must be done before attempting to remove the carburetor top. 


able performance increase. Both en- F ' — Ts 
gines involved are 383 cubic inch pe 

versions of the Ram Induction en- 

gine. Each of the modifications are 

described in detail in the following 

step-by-step photo story including 

specific distributor curves, jet sizes, 

exhaust system, etc. 


carburetor modification 


LL RAM INDUCTION engines @ ‘ 4 : 4 
are equipped with the late A.F.B. i : 

Carter all aluminum carburetors. 

These carbs are very versatile units 

and can easily be calibrated to func- 

tion in any manner desired. The 

major modification necessary with 

these carburetors will deal with pet 

changes although for maximum per- 

formance alteration of the secondary 

auxiliary throttle governor assembly 

will be necessary. This modification © 

is recommended for both the eco- aaa i 

nomical and maximum performance 4. Arrows point to primary jets and 5. Jets are enlarged by a drill press 

tune. All carburetion modifications secondary jets that are to be removed. or similar tool. See text for amount. 

can be accomplished on the car. 

Modifications wil begin with the re- 

moval of both carburetor tops. This 

must be done in the following man- 

ner. The metering rod cover plates 

and metering rod assemblies must be 

lifted from the cover as shown in the 

accompanying photo. The carburetor 

air horn (top casting) screws can 

now be removed as well as the fuel 

line connection, accelerator pump 

and automatic choke rod links. The 

air horn assembly may now be gently 

lifted being sure the air horn gasket 

doesn’t stick to the body gasket and 5 = 

tear or change float level adjust- 6. After drilling jets it is a good idea 7. Replace jets. Remove venturi clus- 

ments. The main jets can now be to double check size with wire gauge ters (top arrow) See text to complete. 


2. Remove screws, fittings, choke and 3. Take care not to bend or bind floats 
accelerator pump rods, and air horn. or damage gasket when lifting carb top. 
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observed in the lower area of the 
float chamber (note photo illustra- 
tion) and the jets may be removed 
with a sharp screwdriver. Be sure 
not to allow the screwdriver to slip 
and damage the removal grooves. 
The economy tune will necessitate 
removal of the secondary jet only. 
They should be enlarged .008. These 
jets should be drilled on a drill press 
or other suitable tool to assure proper 
size. The high performance tune will 
necessitate the removal of both pri- 
mary and secondary main jets. The 
secondary jets will need the same 
treatment as was necessary on the 
economy power tune. 

The primary jets will have to be 
enlarged .003. Modification of the 
secondary auxiliary governor assem- 
bly will necessitate removal of the 
secondary venturi clusters. This is 
done by removing the two retaining 
screws located in the top of each 
unit. The auxiliary throttle assembly 
may now be removed as shown in 
the adjoining photo. Modification of 
this unit is very simple and requires 
only a %” hole to be drilled through 
the rear lower portion of the control 
weight (see photo illustration). After 
drilling the throttle assembly it can 
be replaced along with both secon- 
dary venturi clusters being sure to 
replace gaskets and tighten screws 
securely. The air horn assembly may 
now be installed taking care not to 
bend or hit floats. Tighten screws 
securely in a progressive pattern 
starting from the center and moving 
outwards. The metering rod assem- 
blies may now be installed. The 
metering rods when positioned prop- 
erly can be easily pushed into their 
seats allowing the covers to be in- 
stalled. The synchronization of both 
carburetors can be made easy if a 
Uni-Syn velocity meter (featured in 
CC Shops Nov. ’60 issue) is available. 
If not the following procedure can 
be used. Remove the vacuum con- 
trolled anti-stall diaphragm located 
at the center throttle bellcrank, back 
off automatic adjustments (on carbu- 
retor air horn) loosen lock nuts on 
throttle rod adjustment (see photo). 
Be sure carburetor throttle valves are 
closed and not resting on fast idle 
eccentric located at the carburetor 
base. Retighten throttle locking nuts, 
close both idle air mixture screws 
in the base of each carburetor being 
careful not to force them into their 








sats 
op. 
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seats as this will damage the idle air 
orifice. Reopen the idle air mixture 
screws one and one half turns, this 
will be a fairly close setting for re- 
starting the engine. Now close the 
main idle air speed screws located in 
the center of the lower carburetor 
bodies and reopen two full turns. Start 
engine and allow it to reach normal 
operating temperature. If idle rpm is 
too slow open the main idle air speed 
screws approximately % additional 
turns. Carburetor balance can be 
attained at this point. If the Uni-Syn 
velocity meter is available the car- 
buretors can be balanced by match- 
ing the meter readings on each car- 
buretor by adjusting the idle air 
speed screws. If the Uni-Syn is not 
available a length of hose held 


ignition modifications 


‘a MODIFICATION OF these 
distributors is comparatively sim- 
ple. The distributor must first be re- 
moved from the engine as follows. 
The cap is removed and a note taken 
on the position of the rotor as it is 
imperative that it is replaced in this 
exact position. The vacuum advance 
line and primary coil lead must be 
removed, the hold down cap and re- 
taining bolt taken out and the distrib- 
utor can be lifted from the engine. 
The rotor is now removed from the 
distributor and the plate removed as 
shown in the adjoining photo expos- 
ing the centrifugal advance mecha- 
nism. It can be observed at this point 
that there are two weights, and 





First step in ignition modification is 
to remove cap and note rotor poiition. 








against the ear and diverted into the 
carburetor air horn will relate a 
sound made by the velocity of air 
rushing through the venturi clusters 
balancing this sound by adjusting the 
idle air speed screws. The idle air 
mixture screws may now be adjusted. 
This is accomplished by closing each 
screw individually in quarter turn 
intervals until engine rpm drops. 
Then reopen the screw approximately 
% turn, race the engine a couple of 
times in neutral and double check 
the idle air mixture adjustments. Set 
idle speed at 500 rpm in drive range 
with automatic transmission and 550 
rpm with standard. After concluding 
the carburetion adjustments, reset 
automatic chokes and the carburetion 
modifications will be finished. 






















springs. The weights move outward 
from centrifugal force overcoming 
the retaining force of each spring 
causing the distributor cam unit to 
advance. Movement of the centri- 
fugal weights is controlled by slotted 
areas in the stop plate located above 
the weights. Two guides located on 
the weights move through these slots 
until they touch the end which stops 
them. The modification of the dis- 
tributor curve takes place in this 
slotted area. The outward edge of the 
slotted area must be partially filled to 
stop the weights sooner, reducing the 
mechanical distributor advance. This 
is accomplished by welding a small 
extension in this area as shown in 
































Disconnect coil lead wire, vacuum ad- 
vance line and retaining clip assembly. 









continued on p. 52 








FR 28 ws sete 





Northwest's Best spotlighted at Seatile’s 
8rd Annual Rod and Custom Exhibit 


Triple winner of the Best Paint, Best Cus- 
tom and People’s Choice trophies was 
Lore Sharp's '56 Buick Century, Hard- 
top features 4” body section, Hilborn 
fuel injection, complete customizing. 


Canadians Gary Cooper and Jim Johns- 
ton came down from Vancouver, B.C.; 
placed first in street roadster, roadster 
pickup classes, Jim also won Best All 
Around Roadster trophy with his pickup. 


Custom pickup? Ed Thompson built this 
beauty from seven different cars during 
building. Body has been section 6”. 
Pickup was built in Port Angelus, Wash. 


Greer Bros. dragster walked away with 
the honors in its class, Chrysler mill 
is equipped with Potvin blower, float- 
ing bearings. Dragster also took award 
for the Best Engineered car in show. 
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SHOWTIME USA 


Another Canadian winner in the Seattle, 
Wash., Rod & Custom Show was Ted 
Baxter with his white pearl '50 Ford. 
Chopped, sectioned sedan took 2nd in 
full custom class, is from Vancouver. 


Fully upholstered street competition 
car belongs to Nick Kanton of Tacoma, 
Wash. '39 Chev coupe is powered by 
V-8 Chevy, blown, 3rd Annual show 
attracted rods, customs, hydros, karts. 


The “Wild Swede’’, Art Nelson, garnered 2nd place in Rod National record holder is the Seattle '25 ‘T’ belonging to 


Pickup class with his chopped '32. Titian Red rod is powered 


Dick Kalivoda. 1st place winner runs ‘55 DeSoto powerplant 
by Chev V-8 mill, features shortened bed, full upholstery. 


equipped with Hilborn Injection, Vertex mag, Isky cam kit. 
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A consistent yearly winner throughout 
the N.W. is Fred Welsh’s ‘40 Ford 4-dr. 
from Vancouver, B.C., Canada. It took 
Sweepstakes, Best Upholstery award at 
this year's show, Features much chrome. 


Below. Dan Holm's '51 Chev coupe fea- 
tured a most unusual set of taillights, 
as well as an extreme lowering job, a 
beautiful interior. Trophies were given 


Photographed by Peter Sukalac 


Doug Drake of Seattle had his '58 Cor- 
vette restyled completely, the already 
hot engine modified. Cleaned up in new 
Custom Sports Car class at '60 show, 
took Ist place with Candy Red sporter. 
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Perfect mates—the ’57 Ranchero and 





the ’60 Dodge Dart taillights 
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HE LATEST MERGER of competitive automotive products is one that is likely to 
began a new craze. Due to their attractive styling, easy adaptability to many cars, and low 
cost of only $7.50 each, the Dodge Dart taillights for 60 are the objects in focus. 
Ease of installation is afforded the ’57 Ford Ranchero owners in particular since they need 
but drill three holes in the stock Ford mounting ring, the Ford’s fender tip housing 
fitting perfectly about the complete Dodge light unit. The new look produced by combining 
the clean lines of the Ford with the advanced styling of the ’60 Dart taillight is very 
outstanding. At first glance it is readily apparent that the light above is not Ford, but the 
custom fit is so fine it is difficult to determine the unit’s origin. That fact, along with 
the availability and ease of installation, will undoubtedly place the Dodge Dart light on the 
best seller shelf, along with the exceptionally popular Caddy bullet taillights. 
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3. Mark sides of Dodge chrome trim where studs are located. 4. Measure distance from edge of light rim to stud centers. 


7. Drill three %«” holes to facilitate mounting Dart lights. 8. Fit the Dart light unit into place, tighten nuts securely. 
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CUT-DOWN CHEVY GUARDS ENHANCE 
BUMPERS ON THE SMALL ’BIRDS 








AN EASY WAY TO CHANGE the appearance of the 55-56 Thunderbird 
for that ‘second glance’ look is to switch the bumper guards both fore 
and aft. One of the best modifications of this type that we have run across 
is the adaptation of the lower rear guard from the 59 Chevrolet. For but 
$2.95 each, the Chev units offer a minimal expenditure while the work 
required can be quickly done by fairly competent enthusiasts that know their 


way around a set of tools. 
Photos by George Barris 





}: The "59 > Chevy lower rear bumper guard is our 2. Determine mounting position of guard on '55 Bird 
star. Available at Chevrolet dealers for only $2.95. bumper and make cardboard template of contour. 
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4. Use #24 closed coat disc to clean split area, the 
result of adapting the guard to Thunderbird bar. 


3. Using the same template, transfer the outline of 
contour onto guard, grind out same with power disc. 


a 
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6. Now grind the welded area well with #36 closed 
split closed using torch heat, Chroming is required. coat disc. Following this, file guard to perfection. 
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7. Using torch heat and hammer, roll bottom end 8. Once the new curve has been rolled as at left, 
of guard to desired contour, Work carefully here. grind with #36 disc to smooth, file to perfection. 
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9. Drill mounting holes in bumper and mount new 10. This is what your finished job should look like. 
Chevy guard using the standard attachments found. Guard can be mounted on front and rear of Bird. 
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NOT A WORKHORSE, NOR A SHOWCAR 
MEL BLACKBURN’'S PANEL TRUCK /S... 


out of 
the 
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Photographed by Curt Hamilton 
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Above left. Mack Allert of Riverside 
carpeted and upholstered the entire 
interior in white Naugahyde with Mint 
rugging. No hauler looked like this! 


Above. A weekend warrior, Mel has 
Moon fuel tank, pressure pump. Dash is 
hand formed with S-W_ instruments. 
Shift attaches to a ‘37 LaSalle trans. 


Left. Sapphire Green Mist is external 
hue with flame overlay. Body is basi- 
cally stock, but flawless. All original 
chrome trim is replated. Raked, the 
Sedan Delivery runs on boots size 590 
in front, 800's in rear, Spun aluminum 
Moon discs added. Bill Bowman helped. 
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Beauty of Mel Blackburn's '48 Chevrolet Sedan Delivery is just not skin deep. 
The Riverside, California, van rides on a much modified chassis: '40 Pontiac 
rear end with drive shaft chopped to 2'/2’ and 4:11 ratio, Monroe shocks are 
run, homemade spindles, reworked '48 Chev steering, Phillips brakes used. 


To haul, you have to have something that does the pulling. Witness: '52 Olds with 
bore, stroke job, Potvin camshaft, McGurk lifters, rocker arms, push rods. 
Jahns pistons work with ‘55 Olds heads, polished (as are ports). A stock four 
barrel used for streets, Crower six-pot (Stromberg 97 carbs) switched for strip. 









TUNING THE DART ............... 






Restore nu-life and color to faded, soiled car, 
plane or boat upholstery! Seats, headliners, 
sidepanels, convertible tops, cloth rugs and 
rubber floor mats will have that original look 
again. Easily applied brush of spray. Won't 
chip or peel. Fadeproof. You can change color 
too! THE ONLY PRODUCT OF ITS KIND 
AWARDED THE MOTOR TREND SEAL OF AP- 
PROVAL. Write for free information, color chart 
and dealer location. 
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Remove advance diaphragm, primary 
lead cable, insulators, retaining screws. 


Distributor plate is removed by lifting 
plate upward, twisting side to side. 











You NAME IT, IT'S IN THE 
1961 MOON CATALOG 


Send $1.00 (refundable with order) TODAY! 


MOON 10820 S. Norwotk Bivd. 


EQUIPMENT CO. Senta Fe Springs 20, Calif. 


















Centrifugal weights are now 
exposed. Follow text closely 
to perform necessary modi- 


; fications. Take care not to 
HOWARD'S ALUMINUM RODS ; : 

heat th | : 

\ a ALL NE eee over: the control spring 

— Forged by Alcoa Competition 


Lighter .. . Stronger . . . and 
made to dissipate heat. Used 
by top contenders — Gas and 
Fuel -all types of competition. 


= oer $138.95 
a | res x seme = | the photo, Th hould be re- idl d set 
So so ven e photo. The curve shou re- idle engine to minimum rpm and se 
a RACING CAM 7 rt to eight distributor degrees for timing at 10 degrees for the medium 
the maximum performance engine. tune and 13 degrees for the maxi- 
These figures must be exact and mum horsepower tune. The advance 
should be checked on a dependable _ line may now be reinstalled. The A32 
distributor synchronizer. The eight Auto-Lite plugs are recommended 
degree stop will necessitate approxi- for this engine and need not be re- 
mately %” to be built up and _ placed with another heat range. A 
approximately %2” to attain 6% .030 gap is best for the economical 
degrees stop. The vacuum should be power tune and_.028 for the maxi- 
alo > ~~, ~ came checked and compared to the recom- mum performance tune. The stock 
+ TEE SHIRTS mended stock curve as this must also secondary ignition wires (spark plug 
send MaDG + CAR PLAQUES be exact. A worn or sticking distribu- wires) must be replaced as they are 
for WHOLESALE * SWEATSHIRTS : 
catalog to. = * EMBLEMS etc. tor plate or bad diaphragm may radio resistor type and have no wire 
KARL SMITH TEXTILE PRINTING | cause the unit to function improperly. inner cable. This is a cotton fiber 
st ee Florida The distributor should now be coated with graphite used in the 
thoroughly checked to assure good resistor cable and becomes carbon- 
point condition and alignment. The ized and breaks down under extreme 
distributor should be tested on a dis- load conditions. Packard 440 copper 
tributor synchronizer against point center cable is recommended as a 
RUECED DEPENDABLE : float or vibration. The ignition timing replacement wiring. Each end should 
conor. ea must now be changed and should be be soldered being sure to leave 
aceet aioe e+ he nme ; set with a timing light in the follow- enough wire extending through the 
STELLING & ’ .| | ing procedure. Remove the vacuum connectors to assure an adequate 
HELLINGS CO advance line from the distributor, connection. 

















































10122 South Main St., Dept. CC-2 
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DUMP PIPE 


es BANK HEADER 


ATTACHING PLATE 








MUFFLER ] fae 









COLLECTOR 
£X HEADER 


AFTER 


BEFORE 


EATENDED INSIDE COLLECTOR 


[oe 


RIGHT BANK HEADER 


(A) Exhaust tube diameter is 1%”, length is 30”. (B) Collector tube diameter is 
3”, length 12”. (C) Exhaust pipe section diameter for maximum power 21/2”, for 
economy power tune 2” minimum (removable for unplugging system). {D) All four 
mufflers 30” glass packs, same core size as exhaust pipe section. (E) For class rules 
a collector exhaust header can be installed made from two sections of 3” pipe go- 
ing into a 4” tube. (F) Tubes of 3” and 4” diameter must be flattened to 1%”. 


exhaust modifications 


F MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY is 

desired in either the economical 
or high performance tune, a set of 
custom exhaust headers should be in- 
stalled. Any well equipped muffler 
shop can easily construct these units 
and if they are constructed in exact 
accordance with the above diagrams 
a torque increase of approximately 
10% and a maximum hp gain of 
approximately 20% will be obtained. 
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In some cases an economy gain of 2 
to 3 miles per gallon is possible. The 
theory behind this exhaust system 
and formula to arrive at precise 
length and tube diameter resulting in 
maximum flow and efficient scaveng- 
ing patterns are proven and tested 
and found to be the ultimate in 
design. The header system laid out in 
this diagram will work efficiently on 
all factory Ram Induction engines. 





WE L D IT YOURSELF 9 
IN A JIFFY @ 
Weld, cut, braze, solder, heat 


IRON, STEEL, BRONZE, BRASS, 
ALUMINUM & OTHER METALS... 


Auto, truck, shop and farm equip- 
ment break-down always cause an- 
noying and costly delays. Don’t let 
them bother you. Get a Dynamic 
transformer type Arc Weider. With 
the Dynamic you can also make 
your own wrought iron, household, 
lawn furniture and many knick- 
knacks. Do expert work on your 
first job. Operates from any prop- 
erly wired 110 volt AC line. The 
handiest tool in your workshop. A 
Dynamic Welder will save its low 
cost of only $38.50 f.0.b. in both 
time and money. Literature on 
larger equipment on request. 
OYNAMIC INDUSTRIAL type 
transformer Are Welder 
75 emp output for tnadus- 
triel or Workshop use. 


DYNAMIC WELDER CO. « 
Dept. D64-B, 1808 S. Federal 
Chicago 16, Ill. 


Free Details and ‘‘How to Weld”’ 


$38.50 f.0.b. 
Send only $6.00 
check or M.O. 
Pay Postman 
balance plus | 
charges. 10 day | 
money back and 
1 year guaran- 
tee. i 
EASY PAY PLAN 
Low down pay- 
ment. Pay as | 
you weld. 

















ANNOUNCING 
OUR 


CUSTO 
CAR 
ANNUAL R= = 
Dae ae 


c Hy 
AT YOUR NEWSSTAND 


Boasting 1001 fully illustrated customizing 
ideas you can use on your car. If you're 
looking fer an A-Z report on home custom- 
izing and how it’s done, you won't want to 
miss this great new Trend Book. Page after 
page of the how, what and whys of cus- 
tomizing....Get it of your newsstand. 


PRAY eh mT; uP TO , 


ta Ye) al am gem Ae] 33 oy °F 


a rua Jo 


New Lower Prices on 


a latest Road Car, Custom, 


etc. ALL FAMOU 
BRANDS plus new exclusive items 
available only thru Aimaust 
USE OUR NO INTEREST 
TIME PAYMENT PLAN 


TRADE DISCOUNTS TO 
GARAGES & GAS STATIONS 


OG 
RHBRER BSR aS owe 
ENGINEERING DEPT. CCC-2 | 
MILFORD, PA 








op 


Complete with 
Twin Carben Arc 
Torch and acces- 
sories . . . te 
handle ail metal- 
craft werk. 


Acclaimed by thousands 
of stock, hot rod and customizing 
enthusiasts as the welder of 1001 
uses. Easily operated from properly 
wired 110 volt AC or DC line. The 
ideal gift with a life-long use. Order 
today on 10 day money back guar- 
antee. Send only $3.00. balance 
COD plus charges. Literature on 
larger equipment on request. 


FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
Dept. F64-B, 1810 S. Federal St., Chicago 16, Illinois 


HERE IT IS! 


Our NEW catalog loaded with equipment 
designed for competition — Marine — 
Highway use. 


Send 25¢ for yours TODAY !! 


SAY WHY-.ANOD 


2733 San Fernando Road — 
Dept. CC-2, Los Angeles 65, Calif. 


SCIENTIFIC MOTOR TUNE-UP 


Train at home for a career in this 
well-paying interesting field. Learn 
testing and adjusting with latest 
type scientific equipment. The de- 
mand for qualified men in this field 
is increasing due to greater number 
of cars on the road today. 
FREE SAMPLE LESSON 
Get in line for a raise—or more 
profits in your own shop. The field 
is wide open and highly inviting. 
SEND TODAY FOR FREE CATALOG 
AND SAMPLE LESSON 
Accredited Member, National Home Study Council 
UTILITIES ENGINEERING INSTITUTE 
417 South Dearborn, Dept. M527 * Chicago 5, Illinois 


LEWIS COMPETITION BODIES 


Replace your outdated QM shell with a Lewis compe- 
tition shell. Ultra light fiberglass shel! includes bucket 
seat andg pan. Record holding cams and engines by 
Duke Lo Rue. Plans on how to build QM 

frame $1.00. Send 25¢ for catalog. 

Dealer/Distributor inquiries 

paved, 320 €: ash Bt. 

Azusa, Calif. 


Lewis Quarter Midget Center, CC-2, ED 4-6011. 


SAVE ON THE BEST 


CLOSE OUT ON 


KART & QM 
PARTS AND 
ACCESSORIES 


25% OFF Fully Suspended Torsion Bar Q.M. 


LUTHER ENGINEERING ?isacena 3, catifornia 
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WHAT'S YOUR 
PROBLEM? 


sy Don Francisco 


ANYONE FOR A COMPACT ? 


Dear Don: 

I own a 52 Olds convertible that 
has a 55 Olds engine. The engine is 
stock except for a 3%4 cam and solid 
valve lifters. My problem is gas 
mileage. 

We use regular gas and get only 
8 to 11 miles per gallon. The engine 
had a tuneup about a month or so 
back and at that time a rebuilt four- 
barrel carburetor was installed. The 
carburetor is a Rochester. 

We also have a problem starting 
the engine sometimes. Our two prob- 
lems might be related. We got a new 
battery for the car about a month 
ago. How could we improve gas 
mileage and the starting? 


— Rich Loomer 


Kentfield, Calif. 


Gas mileage problems are the one thing about 
automobiles that can make an automobile 
agency service manager or a guy like me want 
to take the closed garage, engine running, long 
sleep treatment. A guy can start the first day of 
any month to list the things that affect the gas 
mileage a car delivers and still be going strong 
on the last day of the month. 

Every car has a mileage figure that it will 
deliver under normal driving conditions. These 
figures vary greatly for different makes of cars, 
as witness the annual Mobilgas Economy Run. 
This run is an honest, aboveboard event and 
every car in it gets a fair shake. Driver ability 
can vary somewhat but only enough to make a 
difference of a few tenths of a mile per gallon. 
The drivers are trying for as much mileage as 
possible but they can't get any mileage that a 
car isn't capable of delivering. They have de- 
veloped, through hours and hours of practice, 
good driving habits that allow them to drive 
for hours at a time on the absolue minimum 
quantity of fuel. 

All other things being equal, driving habits 
are the greatest influence on the mileage a car 
will deliver. It may be possible that you have 
driving habits that won't allow your car to 
deliver any better mileage than it does. On 
the other hand, there may be something about 
the car that won't let it deliver any mileage no 
matter how you drive it. 

Not knowing anything about your driving 


habits, | can't comment on them. You can de- 
cide for yourself whether they are good or bad 
by a little simple analyzing the next time you 
go for a drive. If you find the accelerator pedal 
to be hitting the floorboard quite frequently, 
you're not driving for mileage. If you use only 
enough throttle to get under way with the nor- 
mal flow of traffic, cruise on the open highway 
at sensible speeds, and get off the throttle a 
reasonable distance before you have to make 
a stop instead of charging up to the stop and 
then leaping on the brakes, your habits are 
pretty good. 

An engine's internal condition can have an 
influence on fuel mileage. Low compression 
Pressures, resulting from worn piston rings and 
valves, result in wider throttle openings than 
would normally be necessary for specific speeds 
and fewer miles per gallon. 

Reground camshafts are not designed for 
fuel mileage. The valve timing they provide 
wastes a certain amount of fuel for each of the 
engine's power strokes. If fuel mileage is really 
important to you, | would replace the reground 
camshaft in your engine with a stock shaft and 
replace the solid lifters with standard hydraulic 
lifters. Be sure the new camshaft is timed cor- 
rectly to the crankshaft. Valve timing that is 
retarded or advanced in relation to the crank- 
shaft can have a drastic effect on fuel mileage. 

Starting problems are as hard as mileage 
problems to diagnose by mail. Usually they are 
the result of worn or incorrectly adjusted engine 
parts. Correct tuning should take care of most 
of them. 


CHEVY GEAR ANSWER 


Dear Don: 


I use my 1958 Chevy for drag 
racing and I’ve had one heck of a 
time trying to locate a set of 4.8 to 1 
rear axle gears, or some ratio close 
to this, for it. 

I know such gears were available 
at one time because a couple of my 
friends have them. Do you know 
where such gears can be bought? 


— Ralph Thorpe 
Dallas, Texas 


Low ratio rear axle gears for Chevys that 
were suitable for drag racing were available 
at one time from Chevrolet dealers when Chevy 
and other automobile manufacturers were in- 
volved in stock car racing. After the racing pro- 
gram folded Chevy quit making the gears be- 
cause they had no further use for them. Now, 
such gears are pure gold, merely because they 
have become obsolete as far as their manu- 
facturer is concerned. 

There is a setup available for Chevys that, 
although its first cost is considerably higher than 
that of a set of gears, is the answer to Chevy 
owners who use their cars for drag racing. This 
is the Klentz quick-change rear axle center- 
section. 

The Klentz centersection consists of a cast- 
aluminum housing that replaces the original 
Chevy gear housing. It uses Ford ring and 
pinion gears and a Ford ring gear carrier but 
it has Chevy differential gears that accept stand- 
ard Chevy axle shafts. At the front of the hous- 
ing is a chamber that contains straight-cut quick- 
change gears, By merely dropping the rear end 
of the driveshaft and removing the cover from 
this chamber different gears can be installed to 
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POMS a 
MAIL ORDER DISCOUNT 
CATALOG 


NEW ITEMS — BIGGER DISCOUNT 


CATALOG COUPON 


SEND 25¢ TO COVER MAILING AND HANDLING, 
FOR NEW 1961 MAIL ORDER DISCOUNT CATALOG. CATALOG 


IF YOU MISSED THE BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER. EACH CATALOG 
CONTAINS $1.00 FREE CERTIFICATE. NEXT ISSUE | CONTAINS VALUABLE 


1960 CATALOG YOU SENT FREE. 
CC-2-61 SPEED INFORMATION 

YOU MISSED THE 
NAME eas Pe eee ’ ; ; Paredes — COMPRESSION 


BOAT — GET ON 
ADDRESS ; ‘ ; ahead ees CHARTS — GEAR RATIO 


BOARD FOR 1961 
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MUFFLER IN SPRAY CAN—NOW YOU CAN DO IT YOUR- 
SELF — USE ON DASH — WHEELS — ETC. 


COMPLETE 
KIT 19.95 


DUALS, GO FASTER, FARTHER, SMOCTHER 
Eliminates (Crossover Pipe). Easily installed. 
Kit includes matched mufflers. 
(Choice of Glass or Steel Packed) 
With Chrome Tips and welded on brackets, two 
clamps, two gaskets, notching template, easy in-  Kolors available, Kandy Apple Red, Kandy Blue, 
structions. 
teers.” ON C.O.D.’s. NO C.0.D. ON 
— | ous kandy effect, kandy kolors must be applied 
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WHAT'S YOUR 
PROBLEM? 


change the axle's assembly overall ratio. This 
job is said to take about fifteen minutes. 

Several Klentz centersections are now in use 
in cars that are used for both drag racing and 
street driving. A low-ratio gear combination is 
used for drag racing and then a higher ratio 
is installed for street use. 

Klentz also makes a special rear axle assem- 
bly cover for Chevys. This cover is a sturdy 
aluminum casting, finned for strength and to 
dissipate heat conducted to it from the gear oil. 
It is said to impart considerable stiffness to the 
rear axle housing. 

For further information on Klentz rear axle 


STEEN’S catalog of kart parts and acces- a parts refer to Moon Equipment Co., 10820 
sories for 1961 has a full ONE HUNDRED PAGES Norwalk Bivd., Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 
crammed with goodies and vital information every kart - 

enthusiast will want for ready reference. Tuning tips, charts, latest rules and specs., re SLIP AND SLIDE WITH... 

track layouts, etc. Price for the BIG 814x11” 1961 STEEN catalog is just $1.00 Dear Don: 


y 7, I own a 56 Chevrolet V8 that has 
eS Gian: IE S ae a Powerglide. I have been having 
ph eee ®* : ae trouble with the transmission. I have 


ESAT eea ee) ee ee eel LP already blown three of them. I like 
to drag on Sunday once in a while. 
The car runs very well but it can't 


Why not feature Ed Roth’s Fabulous Roadster keep a transmission. 
Pees Do you think I could keep a 


ss VA 1 heavy-duty Powerglide in the car, or 
should I change to a close-ratio 
sy stick-shift box? If I change transmis- 


IN YOUR SHOW? sions, what will be my major prob- 


lems and cost? 
Now operating out of Detroit. — John Smith 
Wiggins, Miss. 

There is only one transmission for guys with 
problems such as yours. This is a B&M Auto- 
SHOW CA RS motive Hydro-Stick. A Hydro-Stick is a Hydra- 
a2 ntatic that has been reworked and strengthened. 
Harper Woods 36, Michigan It can be used for drag racing or normal driv- 


ing. Its control circuits have been reworked in 
such a manner that the driver has complete 


AN EXCITING STORY OF . ‘control over its shifting but the conventional 


Hydra-matic automatic shifting feature is re- 


For rates and information write: 


tained for normal driving. 
j A LY, TODAY! A Hydro-Stick can be bolted to a Chevrolet 
e ae V8 engine with standard Chevy parts made for 

Hydra-matic equipped pickup trucks. Rear motor- 

LIMITED EDITION mount brackets must be added to passenger 

cor frames for the transmission and the front 

end of the standard Chevy driveshaft has to be 

peDUCED c reworked. These things aren't too difficult to do. 
pRICE! ONLY POSTPAID The first cost of a Hydro-Stick is fairly high, 

} but if you've already blown three Powerglides 

you've probably spent enough, and still have 


NEW SOUNDS...NEW GROUNDS...5IG BANDS OF THE nothing, to have paid for a Hydro-Stick installa- 


FORTIES ... BOP... THE BIG BEAT...WEST COAST JAZZ... tion. A Mydro-Stick and oll the ports for o 
Chevy would cost about $405, plus installation. 


All the great cast of the JAZZ saga from Glen Miller to Charlie This incledes oll new Chevy parts ond the Hydro 
Parker. The greatest stories...the greatest photos...the greatest and reworking, Mere than likely you could take 
sounds of JAZZ. ‘For the keen JAZZ fan... for the novice. care of the installation yourself, 


PETERSEN PUBLISHING CO. The second best thing to a Hydro-Stick for 


: your car would be a standard ‘53 through ‘55 
959 lywood he Angeles 28, Calif. 
a eo ~e dual-range Hydra-matic made originally for a 


ee ee eee Cad, Olds, or Lincoln. Some ‘56 Hydra-matics 
Post Paid of the specic! JAZZ edition at the specio! reduced price of a 
onty 25¢ each. and all later ones are undesirable for compe- 
ants tition use because of their dual-coupling design. 
ve fated Naa Me Bs is a Try B&M Automotive, 13530 Sherman Way, 
LIMITED SUPPLY sc ADDRESS ——_________. . ————____— . Van Nuys, Calif., for further information on 
. orders NOW! ee % their Hydro-Stick transmissions and Hydra-matic 


SOE . one 
installations in Chevys. 
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HK, 
| QUERIES 


George 


Barris 


PRETTY WILD, HUH? 


Dear George: 

What do you think of the following 
ideas? I have a’55 Mercury and these 
are my plans for it. Pontiac split 
bumpers both fore and aft, a 58 
Buick grille and 58 Chevy quad 
headlights with Cad taillight lenses 
(frosted) for added accessories. For 
side trim, I want ’56 Ford. In the 
rear, I plan to mold a pair of 56 
Plymouth fins to the body. 


I plan to paint it black lacquer with 
black and white upholstery. Do you 
have any suggestions? It'll be pretty 
wild, huh? 


— Jerry Montie, 
Manchester, Conn. 


| hope you have a good metal man to execute 
your ideas and plenty of money to pay for it. 
But it should look pretty wild. If | were to do 
this job, | would go to something even more 
radical. 

For instance, | would section several inches 
out of the body. This would necessitate new 
items for practically everything. | would sculp- 
ture the sides and construct an extended grille 
shell in the shape of an oval that would house 
c@ combination grille of several tubes, mesh 
screen and bullet components. Headlights would 
be of a design that | have been in the process 
of perfecting — fluorescent units. Double ‘V' fins 
would be molded to the rear with fluorescent 
taillights. | would probably construct a rear 
grille that is somewhat similar to the front 
counterpart. 

The interior, of course, would be fully out- 
fitted with futuristic bucket-seats and all of the 
latest goodies. Since this would be primarily an 
exhibition vehicle, | would add those too. | 
would finish the automobile off with 30 coats 
of translucent Kandy Rainbow Illusion which is 
a new color perfection. This would be even 
wilder, huh? 


REAR WINDOW CHANGE 
Dear George: 

Is it possible to change a ’51 Chevy 
four-door rear window with some- 
thing more modern with a wider 
glass toward the roof and wrap- 
around on the sides? I realize that 
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this would be a lot of work, but what 


can I use? 


— Carl Emery, 
San Diego, Calif. 


Nothing. The modification that you have out- 
lined would scare you if you ever tried it. There 
is not a rear window that you can cut. There- 
fore, you would have to modify a windshield. 
If you want further proof, ask any glass shop 
how difficult it is to trim a windshield. | would 
suggest that you just live with the present rear 
window. | would even hesitate to do a job of 
this nature. There is no guarantee of success. 


A RARE ONE 
Dear George: 


I have a 53 Oldsmobile Fiesta 
Convertible. There weren't many 
made and the car as it stands is a 
rare one. My question is, do you 
think I should customize it? 

I have already modified the engine 
and lowered the car. My ideas would 
call for ’59 Cad taillights and removal 
of all chrome and handles. What 
should I use for a grille. 


— Wayne Shaw, 
Milwaukee, Wisc. 


To answer the question “Should | customize 
it?"’ | would have to answer a loud and em- 
phatic YES! Since you have stated that the car 
is rare to start with, it stands out as it is. With 
a bit of customizing and restyling, it will be 
even more individualistic. You already have a 
head start on all of the other ‘53 Olds models 
floating around, why not increase it? 

Not too long ago we customized a Fiesta. The 
owner didn't want too much work done, to it, 
so we installed a square mesh screen and 
frenched-in a pair of ‘55 Plymouth taillights. He 
liked it very well and it has been well received 
by most that have seen it. 

You might look around and see if there are 
any mesh screen designs that you like; perhaps 
there will be one that will catch your fancy and 
you could add some bullets or perhaps hard- 
ware handles to it for a subtle design change. 

There haven't been too many ‘53 Olds cus- 
tomized and even less with a radical type of 
grille. 


“LEAD OR PLASTIC?” 
Dear George: 


I am hoping that you can answer 
my questions. First, what can I do 
to change the grille, bumpers and 
taillights on my ‘46 Chevy? Would it 
be wise to rework my grille shell? 
If I do, should I use lead or plastic? 


— John Haroian, Jr. 
Boise, Idaho 


| think you should rework the shell. | would 
advise using ‘U' bend and exhaust tubing to 
french the shell. Weld it and use metal and 
lead; | don’t suggest you use the plastic for this. 

For the grille, | would try a specially con- 
structed tubular bar set-up. For taillights, use 
the ‘58 Chevy quads from their station wagon. 
Don't try to adapt any bumpers. Roll the pan 
by using metal panels that you can have rolled 
at any sheet metal shop. Attach these to the 
Chevy and mold the seams smooth. | think thai 
this would look a lot better. 


COMING EVENTS 


SHOWS 


San Jose, Calif. — Jan. 20-22. Santa Ciara County 
Fair Grounds. Rod & Custom Show, 2032 N. Pacific 
Ave., Santa Cruz, Calif. 

San Mateo, Calif. — Jan. 6, 7, 8. ‘'Fiesta’’ Bidg., 
County Fair Grounds, 6th Annual Rod & Custom 
Sports Car Show, San Mateo. 

Avenel, N.J.— March 17-19. Boro Motors, Second 
Annual BlorMotorama, Rt. #27, Metuchen, N. J. 
Eugene, Ore. — Jan. 28 & 29. Bethel Lions Club, 3130 

Concord, Eugene. 

Portiand, Ore. — March 10-12. Memorial Coliseum. 

Roadster Show, 2708 N. Portiand Bivd., Portiand 17. 


NHRA DRAG SCHEDULES 


El Mirage, Ariz.— 2nd & 4th Sat. night. Phoenix 
Drag Strip. 
ix, Ariz. — Ist & 3rd Sunday, Deer Valley Drag- 


way. 
Little Rock, Ark. — Ist & 3rd Sun. Mid South Timing 


Assn. 
Colton, Calif. — Every Saturday. Colton Drag Strip. 
en Calif. — 2nd & 4th Sun. Humboldt Timing 


n. 

Holtville, Calif. — Imperial Valley Timing Assn. 2nd 

Sunday. 
inyokern, Calif. — 3rd Sunday. Dust Devils Club. 
Madera, Calif. — 2nd Sun. Madera Clutchers, Inc. 
Mohave, Calif. — 4th Sunday, Palmdale Optimist Club. 
Oroville, Calif. — 2nd Sun. Clutchers, Inc. 
Pomona, Calif. — Every Sunday; Pomona Valley Tim- 


ing . Assn. 

Redding, Calif. — 3rd Sunday each month, Shasta 
Roadsters. 

San Luis Obispo, Calif. — 3rd Sun. San Luis Obispo 
Co. Timing Assn. 

Santa Maria, Calif. — Ist Sun. Dragons, Inc. 

Visalia, Calif. — 4th Sun. Vapor Trailers. 

Roswell, N.M. — 3rd Sun. Dusters Auto Club, Walker 
AFB. 

Cicero, N.Y. — Every Sunday ESTA. 

West Salem, Ohio — Every Sunday. Dragway ‘'42''. 

Oklahoma City, Okla. — Open every Sun. Okiachoma 
City Drag Strip. 

Tulsa, Okla. — Every other Sun. T.T.A. 

Bedminster, Pa. — Lehigh Valley Timing Assn. 
Sunday. 

Pelion, $. Car. — Every Sat. night. Palmetta Racing 
Affiliates, Inc. 

Grand Junction, Colo. — Everyother Sun. Grand Junc- 
tion Hot Rod Council. 

Davie, Fla. — 2nd & 4th Sun. Broward Auto Club. 

Miami, Fla. — Ist & 3rd Sun. South Fla. Timing Assn. 

Green Cove Springs, Fla. — Every Sun. Thunderbolt, 
Inc. 

Kissimmee, Fia. — Ist and 3rd Sunday, Central Florida 
Timing Assn. 

Indianapolis, ind. — Every Sunday. Indianapolis Race- 
way Park. 

Muncie, Ind. — Every Sunday. Muncie Dragway. 

Coffeyville, Kans. — Ist & 3rd Sun. Coffey Grinders 
Hot Rod Club. 

Mansfield, La. — 3rd Sun. 
Timing Assn. 

Opelousas, La. — 2nd Sun. each month. Pel-State Drag 
Strip. 

Detroit, Mich. — Every Sun. Detroit Dragway. 

Minneapolis, Minn. — Every Sunday. Twin Cities Opti- 
mists Clubs Timing Assn. 

Fallon, Nev. — Hurricams Car Club. 

Atco, New Jersey — Every Sunday. South Jersey Tim- 
ing Assn. 

Great Meadows, N.J. — Every Sunday; Great Meadows 
Timing Assn. 

Hobbs, N.M. — Ist Sun. Charioteers Auto Club. 

Halls, Tenn. — Ist & 3rd Sun. Memphis Stockers. 

Abilene, Texas — 3rd Sun. Abilene Jaycees. 

Caddo Mills, Texas — Ist Sun. North Texas Timing 
Assn. 

Corpus Christi, Texas — 2nd & 4th Sun. Nati. Racing 
Affiliates of Corpus Christi. 

El Paso, Texas — 2nd & 4th Sun. El Paso Timing Assn. 

Nework, Texas — 2nd & 4th Sun. Tarrant Co. Modified 
Auto Assn. 

Wichita Falls, Texas — 2nd and 4th Sun. each month. 
Red River Drag Strip. 

Petersburg, Va. — Every Saturday. Eastern Dragway. 

es Va. — Every Sunday Associated Wheels, 
ne. 

Kent, Wash. — Every other Sunday. Pacific Raceways 
& KCYAC. 

Caguas, P.R. — Every other Sunday. Road Knights. 


Every 


each month. Ark-La-Tex 


WINTERNATIONALS 
Championship Drag Races 
Pomona Drag Strip, L.A. County Fairgrounds. 
February 18 & 19. 


CAR CRAFT. 








‘The material you have in your book of Hot Rodding 
is the most complete and authentic I have seen. 


Anyone interested 
in Hot Rodding should 
have these facts in this 
great book at their side.” 


—AK 
MILLER 


THE COMPLETE 
BOOK OF 
HOT RODDING 


“COMPLETE” is truly the word to describe this amazing book. For begin- 
ners and seasoned Hot Rodders, from basic theory to the latest in tech- 
niques, THE COMPLETE BOOK OF HOT RODDING covers the entire field 
in detail. Authored by automotive magazine publisher Robert E. Petersen 
and the editors of Hot Rod Magazine, this master reference is certain to 
provide you with scores of ideas YOU CAN USE. 


OVER 200 PAGES OF THE 
MOST EXCITING HOT ROD- 
DING MATERIAL EVER COM- 
PILED IN ONE VOLUME! 


THE HOT ROD STORY-—learn how the sport of 
hot rodding actually began. Here is the history of 
its development, obstacles which blocked its 
growth. 

HOT RODDERS TACKLE THE WORLD'S ENGINES 
—How veteran hot rod enthusiasts get more pow- 
er. An invaluable checklist of primary facts. 

THE TRUE FACTS ABOUT HORSEPOWER-—In 
this chapter, learn how the terms torque and 
horsepower are determined, applied to your car. 


GETTING MORE HORSEPOWER FROM YOUR 
ENGINE—Facts on boring & stroking, porting, over- 
size valves, reground camshafts, valve springs. 
YOUR ENGINE‘’S VALVES—Here’s how to dis- 
assemble, inspect, recondition, adjust. Information 
on servicing valves for better breathing. 

THE COMPLETE STORY OF ENGINE CARBURE- 
TION—Insure your engine's idling well and run 
ning smoothly with good torque output at low 
engine speeds. 

YOUR ENGINE’S ELECTRICAL SYSTEM—High- 
performance ignition, mags, distributors, coils, 
condensers, spark plugs, batteries, generators. 
ENGINE BALANCING—Here’s how hot rodders 
who want top performance put the rotating parts 
of their engines in perfect balance. 

FACTS ON HIGHER COMPRESSION-—Improve 
performance thru higher compression ratios. Full 
information on high octane fuels. 

THE PROS AND CONS OF FUEL INJECTION 
—The latest developments. Power and economy 
aspects versus carburetor-type fuel systems. 
SUPERCHARGING FOR INCREASED PERFORM- 
ANCE—How much more power can you expect 
from supercharging? This chapter tells all. 
ENGINE SWAPPING FOR MORE POWER-—Given 
here are methods of installing bigger engines that 
will save you time and money. 

CHOOSING THE RIGHT TRANSMISSION-—Dis- 
cusses transmissions for the various types of cars 
used by hot rodders for all types of driving. 
BUILDING YOUR OWN HOT ROD-—Choosing the 
basic car. Chassis, body, suspension modifications, 
Building for street or competition, or both. 

THE ABC’S OF TROUBLE SHOOTING-—Every ma- 
jor engine malfunction problem is discussed in 
detail, complete with photos and illustrations. 
RACING: TIRE PROBLEMS—The 5 ‘musts’: cor- 
rect tread design; outside diameter; air pressure; 
balance and weight; maintenance. 


PLUS A THOROUGH ALPHABETICAL 
INDEX AND SPECIAL GLOSSARY OF 
ALL THE BASIC TECHNICAL TERMS 


CLOTHBOUND ® HUNDREDS OF PICTURES © ORDER NOW 


PETERSEN PUBLISHING CO. 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Enclosed is $ 


@ $5.95 each postpaid. Please send 


me copies of THE COMPLETE BOOK OF HOT RODDING. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


ZONE STATE 





MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


LOWERING KITS Shc St a Si ee Ste neat SCAVENGER PIPES 
FOR FRONT OR REAR é Here 1S a Customizing idea that makes sense! 


NEW UNIVERSAL TYPE > \ " LATEST CALIFORNIA CRAZE 
Qu chly lower font or rear of e eS FOR STREET OR DRAG STRIP 
Bre 61 ere LON SPINES: 20 HEOU = “2 A) FLARED ‘‘venturi-type’’ ends 


to remove springs. Easy do-it A) 
yourself full instructions with SCAVENGE exhaust quickly. (B) In 


each kit. USE ON ALL COIL CHROME ““O-LIFE’’ MUFFLERS! Stalled straight back (below axle), 


SPRINGS. Heavy Duty solid, Brand new...chrome plated inside and out! Last eck yor nnd ge ge EEE ng 
substantial - fully adjustable five (5) times longer. Heavy double plated outside C) venue ood a te our car 
complete set, front or rear 36.95 (and inside) for unbelievable corrosion resistance. ah fine ane tren rumble 


eee Quickie clip-on type no . S-LIFE mufflers glass packed for quiet power, too. to your exhaust. Triple chrome plat 
poe, dating a welding ne 5-Life 6 (for all 6 cyl. cars only $11.95 ed. Specify 133” or 2” dia 
: 5-Life 8 (for all 8 cyl. cars) 14.95 (Also shorties 7” 10ng.) Each—4 ft $3.95. Shorty—98c 


CHROME-IT , PLASTIC STEEL 
Yourself a CUSTOM STRIPING 


* . wa ‘ FIX ANYTHING with this amazing new discovery SAV te $30. Customize your own car wi 

INSTANT-CHEM PLATE ANYTHING! New sensa- jt, ‘goa, steel and 20% plastic. Handles like genuine “Rembrandt” design decals. Easy to ap- Italian Bus Horn 
oe ee oe ade ano peli puity — harde into steel Sticks to all metals and ply in any arrangement. Will not peal, chip or 
ee eee eee Eee. giass. You can grind. drill or file this material fade. Each set available in White, Red, Black or Helps pick up Italian movie stars 
easily applied to any meta glass, rubbe’ lust like steel Can be used to bond two metals lustrous Gold. Excellent Buy! Set +1071 (12 DE- (local babes, toc). Splits horn 
or plastic. No need to remove chrome trim for together. Hardens in 2 hours. 1,000,000 uses for SIGNS up to 10” Long. Enough for fenders, hood ‘ 
conieting tant-Chrome”’ it ai cadale Bite ~ , é dl : * . sound into high and low notes and 
pirating ant- ton the car. Work nome or garage such as repairing pipes. law trunk, lid. skirts, dash, etc.)...only .95 postpaid. It th 10 t x 
like magic o r rims - any chrome rowers, faucets, furniture, cracked motor blocks, Set 21073 same plus 12 EXTRA (DIFFERENT DE- alternates them mes a sec 
trim on autos ot t gas tanks, etc You've got to use this material to SIGNS) only $1.85 postpaid. ond. Ouch! Only 3 wires to con 
Large Kit (e gh to 90 sq. in.) and Com-  oelieve it =0340 Complete Kit (2 cans) and in Set 21075 complete Deluxe Stripe kit (36 BIG nect. State if for 6 or 12-volt 
plete easy-to-f instructions =5430 $4.98 ppd. structrons only $2.25 postpaid DESIGNS) ..... -. +... OMly $2.75 postpaid $6.95 PPD. 


tional concept in chrome-plating that does what 


ENGINE ADAPTORS no vie yeep New “MICRO-LOK" Spindle 


Glistening - ; < 3 * peecee 

clean weeD qi Nuts give you PERFECT 

se but at Newhouse can you clean lines sweep Clear ] I front whee! bearing adjust 
ike this! Precis P 3 across, curve beautifully o> ment. No m ase tana ay 

bargain like thi . at sides. 55-60 Chev, 52 - | om 6s ihiahe 


Adaptor to harness powerful Olds er 59 Ford. 55-56 Plymouth causes whee 


sac te cess gine’ Be Wh satty Ford or Mercury only $29.95. Tubular Type | REDUCE TIRE WEAR Sat yeh Be 
Others in stock 0 Gr a. -- nl 7 fe, Steady Steering 
for most conversions Complete only $14.95. Built HEAVY $16.95 complete. oY | May Save $50.00 of Tire Per car only $2.95 ppd 


“7 DROPPED Deluxe MILEAGE-MINDER Looks. like it's ALIVE! 
EXTRA 2 A DROP appearance Fue! Pressure Regulator... % Warns following cars when 
Heavy duty dropped ax f Neoprene Diaphragm, 2iso gf you slow down, winks 
es. NO FORGE MARKS. e Trouble Trap, plus Powerful DLs “right” or ‘“‘left’’ when you 
Better cornering. PER- Stock Axle Magnet | apture ror turn. 17” long, covered 
FECT ALIGNMENT. e rust flakes, etc with ‘‘soft fur.’’ Wiring for 
Fords, Mercs through t ; art j stop light and turn signals 
1948, $27.95. $11.00 re mplete with tir : Specify CAT or DOG $6.95. 
fund 0 v pod. Gas saver! ppd AMAZING! 


UNI-SYN Now Anyone can afford 


gett edie CARBURETOR CADILLAC TAIL LIGHTS 
1042 Greer Dragon sty TUNER = 


1044 Pulling Out Eye . . SYNCHRONIZE 2. 3 or 4 carbs with ats 
1046 Half Rotten Head { extra sensitive, ACCURATE ‘“‘UNI- nly 
1048 “Lift ' r _ SYN.’ Adjust carbs for smooth POW- PRICED 

ifting’’ Insides 


ER & perfect idle. Full instructions $6.95 


1050 ‘'Eating’’ Engine _ s cluded . on * each 
1052 Girl Holding Head 0 Beautiful 
1054 Flying Eyebo!! " 

1056 “'Fuel’’ Injection yy” <= New low cost customizing item 
$086 ares 6%” Flomes : < We The newest rage to rock ‘em is that ‘does something’’ for your 

te ern ewens the FUZZY MIRROR-MUFP made of a car, any make. Wired, bulbs, red 
pene eee ToReNe white, fluffy, angora type tur. lens, fittings, chrome housing & 
1070 10 (1) Dragons, Brains Mirror Muff: Fits all standard sizes ..... 89¢ mstructions to install, any Car. 


| 95 (Pr. only $12.50) 
ONLY 79¢ EACH Cer Plaque Muff (not shown) sveaty, . Re —<—— = ; $1.95 each 


3 FOR $2.00 Sun Visor & Horn Muff, each $1.49 


a ac 1 i 
NEWHOUSE 
FOR QUALITY 


ATT) ae 
sy T1411) 
id -lan) 


5805 E. Beverly Bivd., Dept. 303 Los Angeles 22, Calif. Phone RAymond 3-367 


LOW MAIL ORDER PRICES-ORDER TODAY » TWO (2) FREE GIFTS 


with every order. While supply lasts you will receiwe a free surprise gift with every order 
plus a free copy of “How to Get 50 Miles Per Gallon.” (Both worth over $2.00.) 


Cor Make... ce. cece Voor Model... No. Cyl. 


YOURS 


FREE! 


With every order (oth- 
erwise send only 25¢ oe 
te cover handling and Address 


ae | mating) E> City Zone __ State 7 Nos restate 
ORDER BY MAIL TODAY! 


We stock over 150,000 items, ready for immediate shipment 


Full Price Enclosed 
sue PosTPaiD 


tems marked Pod 








